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EDITORIAL

I apologize for using this opportunity to turn the Newsletter into
an even more personal vehicle than it already is, but some of you
might be nterested 1n knowing that I was involved n a new in-
vestment into the future when my son, McShane Allen Dator, was
born on May 29, 1985. He was a pretty big and very healthy kid,
weighing in at almost 11 pounds and being 21 inches 1in length --
1 you comprehénd these obsolete tribal measurements. Mother
(Rosemary), son, and also father, are doing fine.
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The Newsletter i1s published three to four times yearly. Managing
editor Anne Witebsky. Yearly subscriptions to the Newsletter are
$20.00 (US) and membership 1in the WFSF is $30.00 (US) yearly
(subscriptions are inciuded with membership). Requests for fur-
ther information may be addressed to WFSF Secretariat, Univer-
sity of Hawaii, Social Science Research Institute, 2424 Maile
Way, Honolulu, Hawa11 96822 USA.
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ROBERTO RUFFINO, on behalf of the European Federation for Inter-
cultural Learning in Rome, Italy and the co-sponsor, The World
Futures Studies Federation announces a colloquium on “Common
Yalues for Humankind?®, to be held September 26th through October
Ist, 1985.

A Tradition of International Encounters. The European Federa-
tion for Intercultural Learning, an organization that has pro-
moted educational exchanges of students and young workers since
1971, both wn 1ts own right and in cooperation with AFS Inter-
nat jonal/Intercultural Programs, the European Economic Community
and the Council of Europe, has also developed a series of semi-
nars in the framework of the Council of Europe's Youth Centre, in
Strasburg.

The series of seminars was established in 1979 with a seminar on
"Youth Mobility and Education", continued with a second seminar
m 1981 on °Cultural Literacy and Intercultural Communication®,
and with a third seminar which focused on a specific cross cul-
tural area *The Cultural Dimension of the North-South Dialogue®,
which took place in 1983.

The purpose of these international meetings is to bring together
EFIL members (who have gained practical experience in interna-
tional education through their work with exchange schemes) and
academics, researchers, writers and representatives of 1interna-
tional organizations who share similar concerns.

The results of these seminars have been very stimulating, and
have frequently led to fresh thinking in the fields of global
educat fon and human communication across cultures. The seminars

have also helped to establish new activities and/or policies
within both EFIL and the other institutions concerned.

Is Cultural Diversity compatible with Peace? The past six years
have been spent on exploring the patterns and tools of intercul-
tural communication, the ways of preparing people for this m-
portant experience and its relationship with the formal education
systems of European countries. However, i1t has become evident
that useful discuss¥on can no longer cont inue if we do not clarify
people's expectations n the areas of value systems what value
systems are currently in force n our societies? how are values
evolving? and what could be a desirable future to work for?

While 1t 1is generally stated that working for peace means pre-
serving the wide diversity of the worid and reinforcing Tlocal
cultural identities, in fact, international organizations, trans-
nat fonal business, the media and even the increasing mobility of
people - particularly young people - seem to lead to the opposite
result, Some scholars even seem to wmply that without a much
greater degree of simmilari1ty among the different societies -
cultures - of the world, real peace and world harmony are not
attainable. Does this mean that world peace and cultural diver-
sity are in conflict with each other?

This ought to be a key question for tomorrow's educators who
should be concerned with a global society where values of
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tradition should not be forgotten though losing ‘the conflictual
nature they have today. Is this an unrealistic vision?

This is a key question for organizations 1ike EFIL, which need to
review constantly the educational content of their exchange
programs and define an methodology so that participants in ex-
changes may understand and evaluate not only their own roots, but
also the other cultures of the world and the evolution of both.

A meeting in September. EFIL therefore invites its key policy-
makers from 21 countries along with leading philosophers, his-
torfans, scientists, sociologists, industrialists, artists,
religious leaders and media professionals to sit together for
five days wn Strasburg, France, at the end of September (26th
September to 1st October) to reflect collectively on these themes

A. What trends are current n the world with respect to value
systems?

B. Where do our values come from? Are religions teaching converg-
ing or diverging messages?

C. Are new cross-cultural values emerging out of the scientific/
technological revolutions of the past century?

D. What common values, 1f any, are international business and the
media addressing and shaping?

E. How is art 1{tself addressing more and more international
audiences?

F. How are people reacting to being torn between their loyalty to
traditions and the impact of the future?

G. How is the social struggle changing on a planet where dividing

l1ines are no longer those drawn by 19th-century sociology? and,

H. Which values, therefore, should educators focus on when plan-
ning their actions, both formal and informal? Is the preserva-
tion -of cultural diversity really compatible with the peaceful
survival of the world?

A Unique Opportunity. It 1is very seldom that people of such
diverse backgrounds and experiences can come together to discuss
a topic that affects all of them 1n their daily and professional
lives. businessmen and psychologists, philosophers and politi-
cians, young volunteers and religious leaders, artists and in-
dustrialists. EFIL has 1nvited participants with very high
qualifications and is 1in the process of getting the official
sponsorship of the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe and
the President of the World Futures Studies Federat ion.

This seminar is expected to be very dntense, taking advantage of
the European Youth Centre's excellent conference and accomodat ion
facilities in the same building. The maximum effort will be made
to have spokesmen from different cultural areas of the world.
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Naturally, positive results can be expected only if people stay
and work together for the whole five days.

For more information about this upcoming colloquium contact Mr.
Roberto Ruffino, European Federation for Intercultural Learning,
Piazza San Pantaleo 3, I - 00186 Rome, ITALY.

THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM JIM DATOR ABOUT THE
IXth WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE WFSF TO BE HELD IN HONOLULU,

More information will be given about this in a separate ma11ing
which you should receive shortly,

I just returned from Rome where I took advantage of the attendance
of many Federation members at the meeting of the Society for In-
ternational Development to receive guidance about the Federation's
desires concerning the time, site, substance, and format for our
next conference. The members reviewed a five-page proposal which
had been developed by a group 1n Honolulu. The proposal itself had
been formulated on the basis of many suggest fons received from
many different members of the Federation., These members were pre-
sent in Rome E. MASINI, J. GALTUNG, R. FALK, R. STAVEMHAGEN, M.
ELMANDJRA, I. SACHS, J. DANECKI, A, NANDY, R. VACCA, M., RENHEMA,
M. MERFIN, D, MARKOWSKA, R, RUFFINO, J. FOBES, J. SOMAVIA, W,
CHAGULA, H. CLEVELAND, A. COEN, S. AZIZ, AND S. AMIN. Almost all
of these people were able to attend a lengthy evening meeting in
Eleonora Masini‘s apartment in Rome where the proposal for the
IXth Conference was discussed. R. THAPAR and R. NAKARADA were also
contacted by phone. The group endorsed the proposal in large mea-
sure, but offered some extremely helpful and important modifica-
tions and details which will be circhated to you all in the very
near future. For now, here are the important points

FIRST, PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE IN THE DATES. The meeting will be held
in Honolulu, Hawaii, May 25-31, 1986 (not in March as previously
indicated). Secondly, it was agreed that the title should be ®Who
Cares, and How?--Futures of Support in Different Cultures.® Third-
ly, it was agreed that the Conference will be held on the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at Manoa campus (Honolulu, Hawaii). Food and hous-
ing is to be provided in University dormitories at the local or-
ganizers' expense for a 1imited number of members and others spe-
cifically invited. A1l other members and participants will be able
to stay in the dormitories for the extremely Tow cost of $24 per
day for a single-occupancy room (or $12 per person per day for a
double-occupancy room), Meals under this plan cost only $10 per
day for all three meals. Persons not wishing to stay in the Uni-
versity dormitories will be assisted in finding other accomoda-
tions at their expense.

The basic thrust of the proposal was enthusiastically endorsed by
the members present, but many specific changes of substance and
format were recommended, and the entire program will be sent to
¥ou as soon as possible. I do hope you will all begin to make your
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plans to attend, pending further information you will soon .be
receiving, We all agreed that travel costs will be high for this
Conference, and we are unsure about our ability to find any orga-
nization to help defray the travel costs. Each of you should (1)
try to see what you can do now about your own travel arrangements,
and (2) let us know if you have any ideas as to who might help us
with travel expenses for other members. I think it will be a very

conference--th iscussion in Eleonora Masini's home was
S:ﬁ;t;SQriged a:d stimu%aging 1nde2d. I can hardly wait until you
are all here in Honolulu! .

TRAVEL REPORTS

SECRETARY-GENERAL 'S TRAVEL REPORT - BARCELONA, NOVI SAD, BELGRADE,
AND BUCHAREST.

During May 1985, I was able to visit current and future members
of the Federation in Spain, Yugoslavia, and Romania as a conse-
quence of an invitation to attend a meeting on ®Future, Education,
Peace® which was sponsored by the Academy of Social and Political
Sciences of the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Romanfan Na-
tional Commission for Unesco, the International Center of Method-
ology for Future and Development Studies in Bucharest, the UN
University for Peace in Costa Rica, and the Worid Futures Studies
Federation. The sessions were held at the European Center for
Higher Education--Unesco, in Bucharest. IONITZA OLTEANU, who was
primarily responsible for arranging the Conference, will report
on the meeting in detail in our next Newsletter. Let me only state
here that the topics were extremely timely considering the recent
Conference of the Federation in Costa Rica, the papers excellent
{we should all look forward to reading them when they are publish-
ed), and the discussion stimulating and frank throughout the
two-day meetings. Approximately 40 persons participated. From the
Federation were OLTEANU and MIRCEA MALITZA (Romania), ELEONORA
MASINI (Italy), ROLF HOMANN (Switzerland), JAN DANECKI (Poland),
and myself. Also participating were Rodrigo Carazo, President of
the UN University for Peace in Costa Rica; Manabu Hattori (Rikkyo
University, Japan), and Jeremy P. Waletzky (USA). There were also
participants from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic
Republic, and Hungary, as well as a good number from Romania.

Perhaps because I am a university professor, I'm esgecia]ly inter-
ested in seeing who the successors might be to the "old guard*

which founded the Federation--and indeed invented futures studies.
Firstly, are there successors at all? If so, what are they 1ike?

I am very happy to report that the future of futures studies in
Romania, as led by the International Center of Methodology for
Future and Development Studies, seems bright indeed. I was espe-

cially wmpressed by the work of Ana Maria Sandi, Daniela Rusu, and
vasile Mihai. Their linguistic analysis of written and oral state-

ments about "peace"--unintentional conflicts due to intercultural
differences in communication--was interest ing both methodological-
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ly and substantively. I wonder if they applfied their technique to
the discussion of the Bucharest meeting itself! I suspect any
meeting of the WFSF would be fertile ground for their research.

Before attending the Romanian meeting, I spent several days 1n
Barcelona with the wonderful people affilated with the Centre Ca-
tala de Prospectiva. A day-Tong planning session with Pres. Josep
Perena, Secretary-Gen. Albert 0livia, Jordi Serra, and others of
the Centre's Executive Committee was spent determining two things.
One was the basic outline of a "Week on the Future of Education
and Education for the Future® which the Centre plans to hold in
November 1985. The second concerned the various roles which the
WFSF and the Centre might play in preparing for and carrying out
a World Conference of the Federation in Barcelona in 1989,

Following the planning meeting, I went with some members of the
Centre while we visited appropriate people in the department of
educat fon, the interdepartmental commission on research and tech-
nological {innovation, and the executive department. As was the
case of my visit to Barcelona last fall, when the Centre sponsor-
ed a Week on Japan as a leader towards the future, I was extreme-
ly impressed with the 1magination, insight, enthusiasm, and
efficiency of all members of the Centre, and with the fact that
responsiblie governmental, academic, and business eople in the
region seem to be fully supportive of the work of ghe Centre. I

am convinced that they will be able to hold an exciting World
Conference for the Federation in 1989,

After Barcelona, I went to Yugoslavia where RADMILA RAKARADA had
arranged lectures and meetin?s for me through the Center for Com-
parative Studies on Technological and Social Progress in Novi
Sad, Yugoslavia., HMembers of the Cenmter with which I met are
Dusan Ristic, Nebojgsa Simin, and Miodrag Komar. The Center
intends to become an institutional member of the Federation, and
we also discussed the possibility of their holding a regional
meet ing for the Federation. Given the fact that more than 40 per-
sons attended the lecture I gave for the Center's staff on
*Theories of Technology as an Agent of Social Change,® while
about 150 attended a public lecture I gave on ®Visions of Alter-
native Futures® at the Worker's University in the city, 1 feel
that nterest in and knowledge about futures studies is quite
well-developed in Novi Sad. I welcome both their membership and
their active participation in the work of the Federation.

In Belgrade, Nakarada had arranged two lectures with two groups
in the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences in Belgrade, The Economic
Inst itute and the Institute of Social Sciences. Hith one group,
I spoke about new technological and social opportunities for
"Anticipatory Democracy.” With the other I discussed some alter-
native futures for the United States.

In all instances I was very pleased with the interest shown in
and the ideas shared about futures studies and and the future. I
believe that intellectual exchanges like this between members of
the Federation are at the very heart of the fundamental mission
of the Federation. I am happy that my invitation to the Bucharest
meeting made the visits to Barcelona and Yugoslavia also possible,
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lgrade, I had a good chance to discuss Federation mat-
:";::e :;'thsengHAIL(’) MARKOVIC, SVETOZAR STOJANOVIC, and of couv;se
RADMILA NAKARADA. They all offered helpful suggestions concerning
the next Conference, and fimproving communication among t'znf] met'n;;
bers of the Federation. I should also mentfon that while
Romania I also had a good chance to haye a long talk with MIHAI
BOTEZ and his wife and co-worker, Mariana. They made it c1ea:
that, even though they have not been able to take a diregt gg:
in the work of the Federation recently for various reasons, y

sted and active in futures research--especially in
gggai&tf\gﬁgﬁggg%al aspects. They would very much HEe to hear

mbers of the Federation, and would 1ike to exchange ideas
:Egﬁtmghe newest developments in methodology.

* * * * * * *

CONFERENCE REPORTS

The Winter 1985 issue of Futures Canada notes the VIIIth Worid

i { b - 84) in an
Conference of WFSF in Costa Rica (December 9th-14th 19
article by PARIS ARNOPOULOS {(p. 3). He notes,

the
®The Chairman of the organizing committee Louis Garita,
President of the Federation Eleanora Masini, and the Secret::y-
General Jim Dator, did a fine job of seeing thatT:very:ur:?

oothly and the whole thing was a success. e na
:::ﬁt;mof th{ country, its climate and people, also contribut-
ed immensely to that success.

island of peace in the violent sea of Central
;g::EZa?igi i1s;sa1’:'hesonly nengial and demilitarized zone of the

e, therefore, it was the best place for a Peace
gﬁ:?ﬁigngiTis ggroﬁly is it one of the very few stable democra-

hird World, but it tries to mediate peace among
?Zﬁst:3u3¥23 :eighbours, ;specially Guatemala and San Salvador.

* * * * * * *

985, featured a conference report by member Sam
%%%:55;; #ggilogferénce report section. Highlights from "Visions

@ ort from the VIIIth World Conference of the NfSF,
gZCgﬁggs 5t:-¥f htt]984 in San Jose, Costa Rica, appears below:

t
"Costa Rica is one of the few states in the world which does no
have a standing army, it was abolished by decree in 1948. Be-
cause of this the country was chosen as the site for the new

d Nations University for Peace. What more fitting place
gﬂlﬁeto hold also a conference on the future of peace?

®*In the two years since this decision was taken, the 1ikelihood

-pressed people being dragged, through super-power
2:v:?céhgﬁgf ;E; €%e E;g}are of %entra Amer1 ca gas grown. The
seriousness of this threat was reflected in the wide-ranging co-
operation from the Government of Costa Rica to the organizers,

the World Futures Studies Federation, the United Nations Univer-

CONFERENCE REPORTS

sity of Peace, the University of Costa Rica, and the Latin Amer-
ican social science bodies, FLACSO and CSUCA.

"The most moving session was surely the harrowing descriptions
of torture of women and their familfes in Latin America. This,

and the omnipresence of the year “1984", showed how the real ity
of 1ife in many parts of a world permanently geared to war, and

an_almost unfversally repressive polity are still caricatured
well by Orwell's great novel.

The strength of the conference was that it enabled the realities
of our war prone world to be brought nto contact with the deep
and thoughtful analysis of the many participants. The focus on

geace, and how to achieve it, came from many countries, cul-
ures, interest groups and academic disciplines.

Italy's Genius magazine, February 1985 issue, pp.49-54, highlights

the VIIITh World Conference of WFSF in Costa Rica (December 9th-
14th 1984). (Article written in Italian,)

In the article, author Di Camillo Arcuri discusses the possibility

of a future of Eeace for the world, noting the successful efforts
of President ELEANORA MASINI and WFSF in both bringing the VIIIth

World Conference of the WFSF to Costa Rica and coordinating the
attendance of members from the USSR, the USA, Mainland China and
Europe given the delicateness of current geopolitics.

The author highlights disturbing and hopeful fssues arising from
the conference including state ignorance, nuclear hoTocaust, and
complete disarmament. As well, Arcuri notes the pert inence of
holding the conference in Costa Rica and Costa Rican President

Luis Alberto Monge courage and foresight in embracing this con-
ference. Costa Rica, as the article outiines is 1in the process of

gaining official recognition as a neutral state. (A status com-
parable to Switzerland's current status,)

* * * * * * *

The following news item about a recent Hungarian futures confer-
eénce appeared in the “DAILY NEWS® (of the Hungarian News Agency

MTI Budapest, Tuesday February 2, 1985, Vo01.19, No.29, p. 3).

“The third conference of Hungarian futurologists opens today at
the Association of Technological and Scientific Societ jes (MTESZ)

headquarters on Kossuth Lojos ter here, Durin? the three-day
conference, distinguished academic authorities will hold about 80

lectures, trying to look ahead over 35 years and indicate in ad-
vance what the state of affairs will be 1ike in Hungary in spheres

Tike natural resources and power supply, scientific and technolo-
gical development, protection of health and environment protec-
tion and economic and social progress.,
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If anyone should believe that this will be an exercise in crystal
gazing by scientists, an authoritative futurologist tells us it's
nothing of the sort. “Futurology fisn't a modern sort of crystal
gazing," says Vince Grolmusz, senfor member of- the Academy of Sci-
ences' Institute of Research Organization. ®It is based strictly
on a scientific study and observation of facts of the past and
present in trying to forecast expectable trends of development.®

Futurology 1s a highly varied research activity involving special
scient ific knowledge; its scope includes weather forecasting as
much as the indication in advance of the probable trends of social
processes. Grolmusz agrees that the unforeseen elements, the fac-
tor of uncertainty, s substantial in this complex work. That
notwithstanding, forecasts of expectable future perspect ives are
prepared in Hungary just as they are prepared elsewhere,

What exactly conditions in these spheres will be 1ike cannot be

redicted with certainty. ©“One thing is sure, i1t is in our day
ghat the quality of 1ife here tomorrow is decided, and it hinges
on our ability to lay the foundations today.®

Most futurologists agree that the key question of Hungary's
development concerns our ability to work off our technological
Tag fast, within reasonable time, says Grolmusz, adding that *if
we aim at substantial improvement in every sphere of 1life in
five, 10 or 15 years, then we must streamline the productive
capacity and pattern of the economy, and for this modern machinery
and equipment and well qualified operators as well as modern
organizational methods are of vital importance.®

The 3rd HUNGARIAN FUTURE RESEARCH CONFERENCE

"Future-tendencies, future-images™, a report of Dr Erzsebet Gidai,
on the 3rd Hungar{ian Future Research Conference further highlights
the conference. The 3rd Hungarian Future-Research: Conference was
held in Budapest, Hungary, February 12-15, 1985.

The conference reflected the development of Hungarian future-
research in the past fifteen years and 1ts active role in public
1ife, management and especially the planning system and the sci-
entific 1ife.

The  conference included three sectfons. The subject of Section I.
was Hungary in 2020 with the claim that' the different branches of
science should share an interdisciplinary approach to facilitate
the working out of Hungarian long-term future-images. The tensions
and troubles as outcomes of 1imited natural resources, the possi-
bilities and limits of scientific-technical development, the dis-
harmony between man and his environment, its probable consequences
and the ways of solution were given emphasis.

Sectfon II. was concerned with the critical fields of socio-econo-
mic development, and the short-, middle- and long-term relations
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of development seeking crucially the nodes which would especially
require decisions in the near future. The activity of this sec-
tion makes clear that the developing of prognost icat fon for short-
and extended-term periods is one of the most important conditions
of the further progress of the whole home future-research,

Section III. dealt especially with the problems of micro-economic/
company/forecasts., The discussion focussed on the quest fon of how
the companies can and should concern perspect ive strategies under
the difficult present economic circumstances. The Tectures and the
discussion outlined the conditfons and requirements that necessi-
tate working out the strategies of companies.

In each section, the theoretical-methodological quest fons of fu-

ture-research were also considered in connection with the subgects
and goals of the sections,

The sections were well complemented by the evening programmes in

which the participants very actively discussed the future of fu-
ture-research, youth and future, and companies and future.

Guests from several socialist countries were invited; the WFSF was
represented by Dr. ROLF HOMANN, 1iasion of the European Section,

In the programme of the conference the probable trend of Hungarian
socio-economic development especially attracted interest. This
subject demonstrates the necessity that the thinking in long-term
periods, in the alternative prognost icat fon of development, and in
the prediction of possibilitfes and conflicts obviously originated
from changes cannot be neglected even in the solution of everyday
troubles and internal economic problems. In the conflicting socio-
economic development, these areas should be given more stress.

On the future of socfo-economic development. In the Tack of long-
range strategies, ft's hard to conform to unexpected situations
and conditions, thus society can be driven to undesirable paths of
development. 1In the Tong run, various alternatives must be taken
into considerations even if the internal and external conditions
seem to Timit the possibilities of action., But in a perspect ive
of several decades, the possible alternatives are more varied,

Experience proves that the long-term strategy requires the spiit-
ting of tasks nto different time-spans, for example, into five
year perfods. It cam also provide the drawing up of tactical pro-
grammes of action concerning the partial fields of socio-economic
activity which aim at reaching goals in accordance with the whole
socfety., Thus such a consistent and complex system should be
created which involves the spheres of politics, economy, socfety
and consciousness and the extremely intricate relationships be-
tween thenm,

This 1s justified even %y the fact that at present our thinking
and planning are overwhe mingly characterized by dominance of the

economy although “economic® always 1m€11es “social® as well, con-
sequently, by neglecting the socia consequences of economic

measures we may run the risk of not reaching our economic goals.,
The economy is  a more flexible system than the society thus the

1
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management of the economy is - at least relatively - easier to
change or to influence than, for instance, the thinking, behaviour
and activity of the people in smaller and larger communities.

The research is incapable of revealing and demonstrat ing the
intricate processes and relationships of reality. That is why we
are bound to simplify, and to form such complex models which in-
clude at least the most significant traits and the essential con-
nections between the various nodes of tensfon and critical ele-
ments came to the fore which should be taken into consideration
by the Tleadership of society and social planning in Hungary,
especially up to 2000,

There are three basic problems in comnection with this. First 1s
the lag of investments which will supposedly constitute one of the
hardesg contradictions of the 90°'s having strong impact on our fu-
ture. The new orbit of economic development will depend not only
on the increase of productive investments but also on structural
changes, For this reason, not only, - and not even primarily -
"growth® should be our future goal although without doubt, struc-
tural changes will require greater investments. Such a deve lopment
policy is required particularly in dynamically growing branches,
which diminishes the proportion of outdated instruments, acceler-
ates the growth of fixed assets, and focuses replacement on ma-
chinery and technical equipments.

In close comnection with this is our lag in scientific research
and technological development based on this which will produce
growing tensions in the forthcoming period. First of all, the
scarcity of financial and technological resources is our major
problem even if significant reserves could be utilized together
with other resources of technical development. Therefore, an
increased exploitation of opportunities in international scien-
tific-technological co-operation, the improvement of research
management and first of all, the major resource of scientific-
technological advance, the human factor should be given more
thought. This is where urgent changes are the most needed. Here,
the financial and moral appreciation of productive intelligence
in all fields of scientific and technological development are of
major importance. Partly connected with the above mentioned facts
is the elimination of lag in infrastructure. As a matter of
fact, it could have a significant influence on dynamic develop-
ment, the effectiveness of production, a rapid adjustment to the
demands of the market, the fulfillment of requirements of quality,
and besides the improvement of telecommunication, informatics,
transportation, education and vocational training, medical care
and cultural relations may directly and favorably effect the
everyday Tives of people. At the same time, such improvements
require much less import than in the productive sector.

The studies show that the probably larger-scale differentiation of
incomes 1s not sufficiently dependent on the social utility of la-
bor. Increased social tensions can occur as a consequence of sig-
nificant rise in prices which cannot be counter balanced by cer-
tain social groups. The policy of income distribution cannot be
based exclusively on the effectiveness of productive labour, but a
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wage and social welfare policy more rational than that at present
should be pursued,

Proportional changes of prices accompanying the rises of prices
not only intensify the social problems but can interfere with
political consumption goals, as well, So for instance, they hin-
der the formation of a healthier nutrition structure or decrease
the chances of getting a flat or block the qualitative improvement
of cultural conditions. This 1s part of the reason why we have to
pay more attention to consumption in the future, namely in the
sense of assuring to fi11 the needs of higher quality, serving the
perfect fon of humans.

The distortion of the system of values determining the behaviour
of people, the inappropriate supply of well-founded social health
demands, the slow improvement of the housing situation or the way
of life unfavourably influencing the cultural standards can cause
social tensions. These processes worsen the attitudes and the
morale of the pubiic and can result in social conflicts.

Future-research endeavors to work out the system of means and con-
ditions of various alternatives, to display the more or less fay-
orable socio-economic consequences of the chosen path that emable
us to ease or prevent occasional social tensions and conflicts. To
make this really effective we need to work out such a feed-back
system which provides the opportunity to modify the course while
en route,

*® * * * * * &*

EVA GABOR delivered this informative report at the 3rd Hungarian
Future Research Conference.

This was the title of the volume
‘ 3 d Press in 1984, involving twenty five
studies, which report at the same time on the fifteen years of
Hungarian future-research and provide an insight into its future,
Future-research is a relatively young discipline but has some an-
tecedents the prosperity studies carried out between the two
world wars and then the debates on the Soviet long-range plans
after 1945 constituted starting points for the complex, inter-
disciplinary future-research started at the end of the 60's.

Future-research in ﬂungary.

SUD § ¥ G ") e ARad

The beginning of Hungarian future-research more or less coincides
with the world-wide upswing of the social and economic prognosti-
catfon. In the second half of the 60's, all over the worid - and
also in Hungary - the effects of accelerated development in tech-
nology, economy and sciences on each other, their combined influ-
ence on society, the inevitable changes of tendencies, the desir-
able and undesirable consequences of far-reaching decisfons had
to be examined. At the very beginning of the 70's, we had to rea-
1ize that the future became present and past even ®faster®, that
the reaction time required for the preparation for tomorrow was
even “shorter® and that this was the reason why the future should
not be 1dly awaited; we should anticipate it preparing for fits
conscious shaping, -
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This insight led our experts interested in future toward creatind.

the first workshops of prognostication. In Hungary, up ti11 now

future-research has had no 1ndependent/governmental/inst1tutiona1’;

basis. The scientific future-research is carried out 1in various

research institutions, universities mainly within the framework of !

team-work relying on the official scientific activity of experts
employed there and their private interests. That is the reason why
there are no blank areas in our future-research. All essential
topics 1in prognost ication have their own workshops and scholars.

For example, the Research Institute of World Economy of Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, headed by Academician Jozsef Bognar, the fam-
ous representative of Hungarfan future-research, investigates the
major trends of world economy, the extended and long-range devel-
opment tendencies of the worid-market of raw materials and re-
sources with regard to the prospectives of the Hungarian economic
policy. (In one of their analyses, they ant icipated the symptoms
of an ofl-crisis in 1971.) They analyze the socio-economic pro-
cesses in the world and their effect on the development of the
Hungarian societg. They study the position of the underdeveloped
countries from the point of view of global problems.

The Institute of Organization of Research of the Hungarfian Academy
of Sciences analyzes the Hungarian research and development/R & D/
trends, evaluates the possible and desirable alternatives on the
basis of particularities of Hungarian development of sciences and
outiines our probable scientific-technological capacity up to 2000
and 2020, respectively.

The National Technological Development Committee determines the
Tong-range tasks of technological development of our country pay-
ing special attention to the world-wide challenge of automat ion,
cybernetics, electronics and informatics.

Among the workshops effecting directly the everyday Tife of mass-
es, the Research Institute of Home Trade Ministry should be men-
tioned which supplies long-range prognostications on the way of
1ife and consumption and also the Institute of Social Sciences of
the Hungarfan Socialist Workers' Party where the probable tenden-
cies of our socio-economic development are analyzed.

The other group of research workshogs can be found in the univer-
sities. In the Karl Marx University of Economics, the Future-

Research Degartment of National Planning Institute deals - amon
others - with general theoretical and methodological questions og
future-research and the experiences of home utilization of world-
models. The Working Group of Future-Research in the Faculty of
Philosophy of the Budapest University of Technology deals mainly
with probability problems, models of ways of 1ife and conceptions
on the shift of values. A working group in the Institute of Marx-
ism of Semmelweis Medical University participates in working out
of Hungarian medical prognostications. In these institutions of
education, the prognostication training of future experts is held
within the framework of special seminars supplemented by post-
graduate courses.
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Since 1972, an 1independent section of prognostication has been
functioning within the Society of Organizational and Management
Sciences. The sectfon organizes debates within the framework of
a "Prognost fcat fon Club®, prognost icatfon courses and professional
discussions, provides a forum for specialists interested in prog-
nost icat fon and plays active role in promoting future-research.
The section is presided over by Mrs. Erzsebet Gidai.

The Hungarian Future-Research Committee at the Department of Eco-
nomic and Legal Sciences of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences re-
presents the national future-research in official organs in Hun-
gary and abread. Its extensive activity ranges from iving ex-
pert opinions to managing international relations as well as sup-
porting publications both professionally and financia1l{. The
members of this committee are academicians, professors an repre-
sentative figures of science and economy well known at home as
well as abroad,

The chairman of the committee, Professor Geza Kovacs, 1s the
author of a number of monographs on prognostication and also the
representat fve of Hungarian prognost icat fon in COMECON.

Professor Imre Koran is an expert critic of the worid-models given
by the Ciub of Rome. Professor Pal Sarkany is mainly known by his
proposals for his solution of the world nutrition crisis. Academi-
cian Andras Levai plays a significant role in workin% out energy
prognost icat ion for the country. The late Professor Kalman Kadas
(died in 1985) was 1internationally appreciated for his work in
Tong-range prognosticatfion on Hungarian transportation. Assistant
professor Bence Adorjan is a frequently cited author of books on
the possible future effect of informatics on the society. Academic
Doctor of Economic Sciences, Adam Schmidt, the doyen of Hungarian
future-research, is an outstanding expert of coordination of high-
Tevel projects, just to mention a few members of the committee.

The activity of the Hungarian Future-Research Committee is direct-
1y supported, its prestige increased by the representat ive person-
alities well-known among Hungarian and foreign future-researchers
for their competence, publications and the role they play in in-
ternational organizations, such as the above ment foned Academician
Jozsef Bognar and Professor Janos Szentzgothai, president of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. The latter two represent our coun-
try in the Ciub of Rome. We can also mention Academician Hihaly
Simai whose work on prognostication is highly esteemed in UNO, as
well. Among the founders of prognostication in Hungary is the late
Academician Sandor Szalay who represented our country 1in UNITAR
for several years.

The Hungarian Future-Research Committee has been cultivating rela-
tionships since its foundation with the future-research experts
and inst itutfons of the socialist countries, among them Soviet,
Polish, East-German, Czechslovak, Bulgarian future-researchers as
well as progressive scholars and institutions in Western coun-
tries. We are institutional members of the World Futures Studies
Federation. Our delegates participated in several world confer-
ences - Kyoto, 1970; Bucharest, 1972, Rome, 1973, Cairo, 1978:
The Hague, 1980; Stockholm, 1982, and Costa Rica, 1984.
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In 1983, the symposium of the Club of Rome was held in Hungary
with the pressing problems of world nutrition on its agenda. The
organization of the symposium 11n Hungary was initiated by the
late president of the Club of Rome, A. Peccei, in order to show
the world how formerly the country of three million beggars became
one of the leading agricultural countries of the world. The presi-
dent of WFSF, Professor of Legal Sciences, E. Masini, was also
present at the conference. The authors of the first report of the
Club of Rome, the Meadows, as well as that of the fifth report,
Ervin Laszlo, also visited our country a couple of years ago.,

Under the care of Hungarian Future-Research Committee - the sup-
port of Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Society of Organi-
zational and Management Sciences of the League of Associationms of
Technology and Hatural Sciences - the periodical “Prognost ics® 1is
published four times yearly with theoretical and methodological
studies by Hungarian and foreign authors as well as reviews and
conference reports. Hungarian future-researchers have so far or-
ganized three conferences. the first in 1972, while the second in
1978 reported of the results of Hungarian future-research. Lec-
tures were given on the possible development of society and the
prognostical questions of industry, infrastructure, agriculture,
:rotectzon of environment, education, sciences, technology, cul-
ure, etc,

The third conference was held in the spring of 1985 outlining the
?rospectives of Hungary at the turn of the millenyum in a special
ecture by Mrs. Erzsebet Gidai, vice president of the Hungarian
Future-Research Committee,

The Hungarian future-research is facing a shift of generat fons,
The founding ®fathers® are going to retire in a few years time.
The younger and the intermediate generations - also represented
in the two volumes published after the 3rd Hungarian Future-
Research Conference - are ready to take the torch.

The representatives of all generations active in our future-
research claim in unison future is the cause of us all,

The following symposium report synopsis comes from Dir., MAGDA
CORDELL MCHALE, Prof. Daniel S. Friedman, and Research Asst. Daryl
Varney of the Center for Integrative Studies, State University of
New York at Buffalo, New York.

“THE FUTURE OF THE PUBLIC REALM: New Communications and the Space
of Appearance®, March 22-24, 1985, Buffalo, New York, USA.

A small group of resident scholars and invited participants met
during the weekend of March 22-24, 1985, to discuss issues relat-
ed to the structure and function of the public realm. The sympos-
ium was co-sponsored by the Center for Integrative Studies and the
Department of Design Studies at the State University of New York
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at Buffalo. It was convened at the Frank Lloyd Uright-designed
Darwin D, HMartin house, a most conducive setting for such pro-
ceedings.,

The public realm is characterized by, among other things, an im-
Tication of community, shared {ideologfes, inequitable accessi-
gility, and preservation by power. It should be recognized, how-
ever, that these characteristics are not static, and the changes
wrought upon them, particularly by new information technologies,
must become an object of increasing scrutiny. The process where-
by information 1s accumulated, exchanged, and transformed into
knowledge thus becomes an important ®tool® in shaping the public
realm. Hith a better understanding of this epistemological pro-
cess comes the realization that perhaps the debate should not
center around the question of what the public realm is, but rather
on what it should be. -

Traditionally, we have viewed the concepts of individual freedom
and {institutional control as being contradictory. Any measure
which tended to expand the scope of the public realm was inter-
preted as infringing upon individual freedom. The fundamental
development which has changed these perceptions is the rapid in-
troduction of information and communication technologies during
the last twenty-five years. Mot only are they greatly accelerat-
ing the rate of interaction among people, but they are also help-
ng us understand the interdependence which has existed, but was
not understood, for many years. HWith this growing awareness of
interdependence comes a vastly different understanding of the
nature of the public realm, as well as a need for skills in in-
terpreting and nurturing it. These are 1ikely to be the major
tasks withing the public realm in the not-too-distant future.

institutions of “appropriate governance®, within this paradigm,
should be viewed as 1liberating rather than restricting. In a
world which is increasingly interdependent, each {ndividual must
accept an 1ncreasing responsibility for the effects of his actions
upon others. To this extent, ®liberation through control,® de-
fined as mutually agreed-upon obligation, can no longer be viewed
as paradoxical,

Another manner in which institutions might act as vehicles for
human Tiberation will be measured by the degree to which they act
to remove barriers between the public and private sectors, There
can be little argument today that the public realm is not as ac-
cessible to some groups in our society as 1t is to others. In
many cases, individuals and organizations have exercised power to
the end of exciuding others from the public realm and, in a very
rea} sense, engaged in the process of privatizing the public
realm.

The increasing diversity of our society demands that these prac-
tices be stopped; not only to facilitate expanded participation
in the shaping of the public realm, but also to assist each in-
dividual in realizing his or her full potential by virtue of that
participation,
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In order for these tasks to be carried out, -several major reori-
entatfons and restructurings will be necessary in our institu-
tions of governance. In light of rapid change and increasing di-
versity, any consensus should be treated as temporary and provi-
sional. Contradiction should be treated as an opportunity for
learning rather than a as disease. In many ways, the primary task
should perhaps become one of “"choreography®. In the words of one
symposium participant, "we must learn to accommodate the occa-
sional collision without ruining the dance.®

DUBROVNIK FUTURES STUDIES COURSE REPORT., Submitted by Radmila
Nakarada.

The 1985 course on futures studies at the Interuniversity Centre
for Postgraduate Studies in Dubrovnik, was held from March 25

through April 5, 1985. The title was ®Social Processes and Hew
Technologies--Danger or Progress?® The course directors were
Eleonora HMasini, Radmila Makarada, Ro1f Homann and Jim Dator.

The course began with several introductory lectures which discuss-
ed the history, concepts and evolution of futures studies in its
various manifestations and considered the relatfonship between
futures study and planning, along with a discussion of the ques-
tion - is theory necessary for either or both,

The discussfon related to the main topic was opened by an over-
view Tecture which set out a possible theory of the interrela-

tionship between society and technology. The presentations that
followed focused on several particular problems:

The social effects of the new technologies on women, especially
on their participation in the work force. Several scenarios pre-
sented on this issue were quite pessimistic about that relatfon-
ship, suggest ing the necessity of our actively creating a prefer-
red future here. The possibility of a future of meaningful, self-
directed work, the relationship of work and value changes in
Western countries, the use of computers 4n industry and their
control by workers were also dfscussed.

Various questions about the future of education in 1ight of the
microelectronic revolution were taken up. The discussion was

very concrete, since several empirical studies, and planned em-
pirical studies, were presented for our evaluation.

The character of technological change, contributions of 1I.
Prigogine and C, Marcetti theories to the understanding of tech-
nological change, characteristics of low, intermediate and high

technology, as well as the irrational or inefficient wir techno-
logy 1s introduced into societies were particularly discussed.

The unforeseeable nature of macro social changes for seemingly
micro technological changes was emphasized. Whether, and when,

it is possible democratically to control the introduction of new
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technologies was questioned as well as the ideological approach to
the development of new technologies.

During the course we had two Joint Sessfons with the Course of

Social Implications of Techniques in which problems of value
shifts and social {fmplicatfons of biotechnology were discussed.

The course had 33 participants out of which 19 were resource per-

sons, Participants came from countries which included Greece,

ingn; Mexico, USA, Poland, England, Italy, Switzerland, and
ustria.

This is a report to the University of Hawaiif at Manoa Acting
President, Albert Simone by Christopher Jones and Kirsten Hanson
concerning their participation 1in the 1985 Dubrovnik Futures
Studfes Course at the Inter-University Centre of Postgraduate
Studies, Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia:

Theme "Social Processes and New Technologies--Danger or Progress?®

Sponsors: HWorld Futures Studies Federation and the International
Sociological Association (WFSF & ISA) Held 25 March - 5 April 1985

This report will incorporate summary and analysis of the lecture
and discussion sessions and provide a brief overview of course
activities and observations about the course.

I. Introduction.

ThiS COUFSe on rutures studies is the third consecutive course on
futures held in Dubrovnik sponsored by the WFSF during the 1980s.
The courses were first begun in the mid-1970s when they were or-
ganized by Johan Galtung and sponsored by the WFSF. Four such
courses were held n the mid-70s and then discontinued until they
began again in 1983. Thus a total of seven Such courses have been
held in Dubrovnik.

This year, thirteen students attended at least one session, about
efight of which were in attendance the full two weeks of the
course. Twenty course directors and resource persons participat-
ed, approximately ten were in attendence each week.

Morning and afternoon sessions were held five days a week. Cul-
tural activities included a tour of the 01d Town of Dubrovnik, a
symphony concert, Tunch-time discussions over meals, and many
other optional extra-curricular activities, such as walks along
the 01d Town walls, trips to near-by villages, and experiences of
more contemporary Yugoslavian cultural expressions and music.

II. Lectures and Discussion.

A. The opening lecture was presented by Kathleen Redd of St.

Cloud State University on the history and status of futures
studies as a field, She covered the development of futures as a
field, rather than as a discipline, both in the United States and
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in Europe and drew out the distinctions between the technocratic
orientatfon of US practioners on the one hand, and the more cri-
tical and philosophical orientation of European practioners, on
the other hand. Despite the fact that she sees the field as an
evolving one, she emphasized the extent to which futures has been
buflt on a “Western, white, and maie® model of realfty. She was
cptimistic and felt that {increasingly the development of futures
studies encompassed creative and fmaginative ideas and included
an increased awareness of “the other® ({.e. women and non-Western
cultures), and the fnherent 1ink between art and science. While
even in futures studies the role of social change 4s poorly un-
derstood, she sees within futures studies the development of
models of social change which are providing a better unjgrstand-
ing of these processes of social change.

Consistent with the course theme she addressed the potemtials and
dangers finherent in futures studies as a field. She sees a gen-
eral movement away from Newtonian reductfonism which she views as
a positive step, but cautions that this may lead to chaocs and an-
archy. Futures studies should be integrative: a field of study
in every discipline. Methodologies curremtly used evolve too
rapidly, should be less conflicting, and better thought out. Fu-
tures studies she belleves may a]%ow us more personal power to
shape our own futures and might lead to more global responsibili-
ty, but also feels that this level of empowerment may force
greater isolation and separation upon us as individuals. In con-
clusion, she belfeves that this conclusion and coming-together
will not be neat and tidy but that the future will continuously
evolve, and that the elements of futures studies (as presented
above) do not lend themselves to a neat summary.

Discussfon. The discussion revolved around the distinction be-
tween planning and futures studies. She pointed out that futures
research can be considered to be part of futures studies ("the
whole thing"). Planning time factors are short-term while fu-
tures are long-term (e.g. five years vs. fifty years). Planning's
main orientation is to specific, well-defined goals, while futures
generally is more values-orienmted. Other questions that were
raised included. Is the emergence of this concern in the future a
historical event, e.g. whenever there is a crack, "mis-fit®, or
change in the current paradigm? Is futures studies ever based on
what the people concerned want?

B. James Dator, Secretary General of the WFSF and Professor of
Political Science at the University of Hawafi at Manoa, presented
the next Tecture. Dator‘s work in futures studies has been focus-
ed on the role of futures images, and the relationship between
images and futures theories and methods. His caveat is: "be clear
about your theory of socfal change®. His theory is based on view-
ing technology as the driving force in social change. He quotes
Marshall McLuhan: "We shape our tools, thereafter our tools shape
us.” Dator broadly defines technology as "How humans get things
done, or the ways humans do things.* Technology for Dator compris-
es almost all {or all) that is human including: physical tools;
the conventions and instructions for the use of tools (soft-
ware); and, their organizational context or structures (orgware).
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Therefore, all human structures are technological being either
physical tools, software, and/or orgware.

Dator presented the three main historical views of techno]ogy' 1)
that technology is neutral, "mere tools,” °“mere technology,® and
that the values of technology reside in how humans decide to use
them, 2) that technology is dehumanizing, always, and represents
a "fall from the state of nature®; and, 3) that view which fis
represented by McLuhan's statement above -- that changes will oc-
cur due to technology innovatfon, and the values inherent in tech-
nology are a bit of both #1 and #2. To Dator, all values are de-
rived from humans and are arbitrary, and that the fixed rules of
human to human and human to nature contact are culturally deter-
mined -- not divine or absolute, but human-made.

Socfal change occurs through technology innovation, according to
Dator, presenmting new chofces and new opportunities where none
existed before. Each new {innovation, furthermore, permits be-
havior previously prohibited or unattainable and challenges the
previously established rules and values. He also pointed out the
need, especially at this point in historfcal time, to dist inguish
between the specific technologies and classes, or levels, of
technolegy. Dator feels that we are at a point in history where
we are shifting our level of technology -- as profound as any
previous revolution mn technology -- amd that history has often
been a poor guide in anticipating the ultimate effects and im-
pacts of the change wn the level of technology. He noted the im-
portance of the orders of fmpact and other changes resulting from
new technolegical innovation (i.e. manifest and Tatent f{mpacts).
While first-order impacts are often PredictableD second-, third-,
and later orders of impact are rarely predictable, and are often
the most profound (introduction differs profoundly from the dif-
fusion of technologies).

Discussion focused on his assertion that everything is artificfal.
While there was some disagreement, no one offered any exampies of
anything that was not somehow influenced by human activity. There
was considerable resistance to the notion that social structures
were ©“technology.” [Some Tlater discussion focused on the pro-
blematic nature of the semantics of this (specifically, as trans-
lated into German) due to the perception that "social experiments
= social engineering® (i.e. experiments of the SS on Jewish con-
centration camp prisoners). Rolf Homann expressed greater com-
fort with the semantic nuances of the phrase ®"socfal experience®
in lieu of “experiment,* where both observer and subject of the
"experiment® were wiliing and free to participate.]

C. John Sinton, Professor of Environmental Studies, Stockton State
College, presented ®A retrospective on Jacques Ellui's La Tech-
nique ou l'enjeu du siecie (The Technological Society)®. Sinton

on ology rob
people of freedom (Dator's #2, ®"dehumanizing historical view of
technology®). He seems to agree with Ellul, yet attempts to con-
tinue the exploration of whether technology can be transcended. He
picks up Manfred Stanley (The Technological Conscience, 1978) who

21




CONFERENCE REPORTS

.applies similar arguments to the °technique® of Tlanguage. He
quotes Stanley:
The -ent ire relationship between persons and language needs re-
examination in 1ight of the demonstrated power of language to
manipulate fantasies, create pseudoevents, and control symbol-
ic experiences of all sorts,

Sinton refers to the abandoned medieval tradition of ®casuistry,®
wherein men of power were once required to base their decisions
on moral grounds and logic (e.g. Jjust price and just war). He
notes theQUtter lack og any s%chjaccosnting for the political
pronouncements and euphemisms of today's political leaders.

Yet, Sinton also acknowledges science. He believes that the cre-
ative act embodied in scientific discovery is valid, because ®it

alone gives a meaning to the act of appreciation.® And, ®Science,
Titke art, is not a copy of nature but a recreation of her. We
re-make nature by the act of discovery, in the poem or in the
theorum.® But he suggests that while in accord with ®cosmic re-
ality,® science is only a partial truth. He feels that the faith
in progress is in the end only a fajth in God's positive working
in history, but for him, “not outside of historg.' Finally,
Sinton refiects on Aeschylus® telling of Prometheus Bound (through
Lindon Winner‘'s, Autonomous Technology* Technics-out-of-Control as

a Theme in Polit{€aT THoUgNTt. 197777

Prometheus® problem {is something 1ike our own, Modern people
have filled the world with the most remarkable array of contri-
vances and innovations. If it now happens that these works can-
not be fundamentally reconsidered and reconstructed, humankind
faces a woefully permanent bondage to the power of its own
invent fons, But if ft is still thinkable to dismantie, to learn
and start again, there is a prospect of 1iberation. Perhaps
means can be found to rid the human world of ow self-made af-
flictions.

Discussion. One participant observed that one possible approach
to the overall dilemma posed by our confrontation with technology,
or toward the tension between 1iberation and control would be a
"policy of drift.® With a "policy of drift*, it was claimed, we
could abandon our fixation on technologies of control and maxi-
mize those emerging technologies which are more individually em-
powering.

Sinton's suggested solution to our problem lay in resolving the
*micro-macro nexus," where individuals take emotions, affects, as
the driving forces (in contrast to the ®lie of rationality'f in
our decision-making. President Masini seemed to echo his assess-
ment by introducing the preliminary results of the United Nations
University/ISA studies on changes in the household due to rapid
technological and social changes throughout the world. To her,
the role of conscious-raising is crucial in this process of adapt-
ing technology to human concerns.

D. Richard Smarden, of the University of Syracuse, New York, pre-
sented a lecture and slides on simulations as visual resources. As
a planner and .architectural design consultant, Smardon has adapted
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or developed many techniques for presenting "Alternative Visual
Futures.” He demonstrated various modeling techniques for assess-
ing the impacts on the environment of a variety of construction
and development projects. He also illustrated some of the con-
ceptual and philosophical dist inctions between alternative futures
and planning models. [Copfes of his ﬂresentation are available
through PICHTR, Porteus Hall 718, 2424 Maile Way, Honolulu, Hawafi
96822 USA]

E. Eleonora Masini, President of the World Futures Studies
Federatfon (Rome), presented "The Social Effects of New Technology
en Women.® Her presentation was based on preliminary results of
a study underway, sponsored by the International “Sociological
Association and the UN University. The study focuses its atten-
tion on the work relations of women as they affect the home, rath-
er than on women's status. She presented a sample of statistics
now available on European women (Italfan in this case), She dis-
cussed women's representation in various work sectors. As is the
case in most developed countries, the greatest shift has been
from agriculture to service sectors,

She also detailed the specific numbers projected for age cohorts,
The most significant change anticipated is the declining number
of women working fuli-time in telecommunications due to the gross
decline wn these jobs over-all. While the growth of microelec-

tromics-related industries may provide the possibility of "new
professions®, she notes that some of the most 1ikely jobs opening

uﬂ will be in areas such as gerontology -- due to the demographic
shift to an older population in most developed countries. She

Tisted three areas where new jobs may emer?e. 1) ®"non-tradition-
al activities® in the private sector, 2) "Tight technology® jobs,

due to the job space anticipated by some European studies, and 3)
activities in the voluntary sector.

Masini introduced three scenarios based in part on the Fast re-

port on European community-Tevel forecasting (Fast = Forecasting
and Assessments 1in Science and Technology, from Eurofutures the

Challenge of Innovation, the Commission of European Communities,

19657

No. 1. The Society of Integration.

In This socTety the new technologies are accepted and inte-
grated, and the productivity ethic 1s strong. HWhile in-
creased levels of information services and adaptation are
evident, and more productivity is expected, women are still
rather marginalized in comparison to men in work.

No. 2. The Disfunctional Society.

In this society the between information ®haves® and
"have-nots® is substant agly increased.

No. 3. The Subjected Society. (Subjected in terms of subjugated.)
InTeWTSSocTeTy (STMiTar to #2 above), not only 1s the in-
format 1on gap greater, but is also characterized by apathe-
tic “"masses" and an increasingly powerful information elite.
The distinction made between scenario #2 and #3 is that #2
is Tess able to function, while #3 is more effective in con-
trol!in% the overall functioning, and at the same time, the
subjection of marginalized groups.
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These projections are based on the developments in European

and USA; the elements were “education, transportation, and

communicat fons sectors.®”
Discussion related to questions on the ability of the statistics
to capture the subtleties of such things as measures of income
versus independence (i.e. from male income-earners). For example,
the shift of women’s jobs from the agricultural to service sec-
tors does not necessarily indicate the level of independence woman
gain in their relations to men (a status issue).

F. James Finkelstein, Director of Research and Development,
School of Education, Health, Hursing, and Arts Professions, New
York University, presented “The Imposition of Electronic Informa-
tion Technologies in Educational o -
ed some of the9 findings oftthgaStusdeitetsinogfs xntef»’;'é‘é%?ﬂ'éhmi:?is
in Education (SITE) carried out at New York University. First,
Finkelstewn covered the background of the education situation in

the US the “crisis in education.® He cited the study Mation at
TSSUES 07T

Risk, which, according to Finkelistein, focused on the T
TV back to basics, 2) educational productfvity, and 3) discipline.
In addressing the presumed role of technology in dealing with

these problems, he noted the three key ideas equity, excellence,
and access to education.

The SITE studies, independent studies of dynamic change 1in the
adoption and use of technologies, were illustrated through two
examples the first, a study of microcomputers introduced imto an
ugper middle class neighborhood in suburban New York City, and
the second study, a study of microcomputers introduced into a
poor neighborhood in NYC (the South Bronx). The studies were
administered and carried out by the Department of Educational
Administration (at NYU) and 1involved twenty advanced graduate
students using a modified Ethnographic Futures Research (EFR)
instrument, in a Tongitudinal format. Finkelstein noted the
trends relative to microcomputer development, for example, the
dramatic shift of 1investments in educational software (in 1983,
one billion dollars worth of software sold compared to the same
amount for texts, and an increase to $5 billion for software by
1990 while the dollar amount for text sales will remain the same).

A comparison of the two studies which he cited revealed that
while in the upper -middle class context, the introduction of
microcomputers (i.e. the purchase thereof) did not alter the
existing family relationships, the introduction into the South
Bronx did alter family patterns and behavior. For example, after

the introduction of micros into the South Bronx (they were loaned
out for a summer school program), children demonstrated greater

self-direction and interest in learning. These children also
showed an altered use of time and enriched language skills,

growth in their self-esteem, and greater respect towards others
after exposure to micros in the home environment.

Discussion introduced the idea that the success of the Bronx study

probably involved the *Hawhorne effect,® and that the phenomena
was due to the newness of computers in that setting. Many parti-

cipants were appalled at the ethics of the study (or the project
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summer school) in taking away the micros at the end of the pro-
Ject., Mention was also made of CDC Corp.'s United Schools of
Amerfica, whose secondary and elementary school TYSt&m presents a
whote host of questfons 1f the voucher system {s introduced into
the US school system.

G. Thomas Bernold, of the Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute, Zurich,
presented “Competing Technologies.® Bernold seemed to echo Sinton
in his introduction, cautioning against runaway technocracy and
social technologies, such as parapsychology and riot control. He
warned us about the formalizatifon in the development of artifi-
cial inmtelligence (AI) and he advocated greater technical litera-
cy. He said he worries about the computer becoming a “screen”
which interprets reality for us completely.

Bernold {llustrates the competitve aspects of similar technolo-
gies through an historical analysis of the development of automo-
bile engines, He showed how the steam engine lost out to gasoline
engines because of ©“small events®, such as the coincidence of
hoof and mouth disease, lack of closed re-cycling systems for wa-
ter in steam engines, and the foresight of people such as Ford 1in
providing tools for blacksmiths to repair internal combustion en-
gines. Such events, once a technology gains an edge, contribute
to a certain path which fixed the cycie ®locking in® one techno-
Togy (internar comby st fon engine) over another (steam engine).

Bernold cites Brian Author who gives scme reasons for this “lock-
ed-in" process feedback loop® 1) the technology which "wins® {is
not necessari]g the best, nor the most effective, 2) the cycle
becomes “Tocked in®, 3) hindsight doesn't help (in locating su-
perfority), and 4) preferences and possibilities (i.e. small
events) may be hard to predict in terms of wncreased returns.
Vested interests will always encourage new technologies to become
"Jocked in® to maximize the return on their investments. This
poses a distinct difficulty n attaining any sort of “democracy”
of choice over competing technologies. Bernold noted that in the
contemporary situation, omly 20 per cent of venture capital is
invested in “leading edge® technologfes. “High tech doesn't pay
off that much,® he said, He cited various examplies in program-
ming languages, ADA, Common LISP, as not necessarily the best
technologies, but never-the-less driven by the enormous pressure
of the US DOD defense contracts. It seems his greatest concern
is the ever widening gap between the civilian and military sectors
in driving these developments such as Al architecture and program-
ming languages.

One major question from the discussion How can we exercise demo-

cratic means of control over technological development and its
adoption? ~

H. Robert Artitiani, Professor of the History of Science at the
US Naval Academy, presented ®“Cultural Evolution and Technology.®
Artitiani introduced what he calls a Grand Evolutionary Synthetic
Theory, which he calls GEST (®"or jest®), based on Prigogine‘s
chemical thermodynamic theory. He contrasts Prigogine to Newton in
the evolution of a scientific paradigm characterizing the former
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as :seefing structures as timebound where 1ife is inherent as oppos-

.ed to Newton where structures depend on humans. Prigogine's view

suggests the transition towards becoming rather than being (®being
to becoming®), a traditionally Aristotelean perspective. Quality
is respected rather than quant ity.

Prigogine won his Nobel prize for his work on dissipative struc-
tures where open Systems take enviromental enmergy and matter to
sustain themselves. Thus organized existence develops from the
organization of free energy to counter the ®law of entropy.®
Systems sustained far from the state of equilibrium are always
vulnerable to pertubations, external 1inputs (change) as boundary
conditions change. These pertubations create bifurcation points
which then lead to jumps in evolution, natural to all Tiving [and
some non-1iving] systems, according to Artigiani. These changes
are not historically determined, but are irreversiblie, he said.
The time dimension of nature can not move backwards. ©“The order
of history is the history of order.*

He discussed the i1dea of Voeglin's that this seif-organizing prin-
ciple is self-referential. In terms of human structures, people
create control, and validate their own structures which are self-
referent fal. While the process of evolution 1is random, it fis
creative and free. He feels that Prigogine’s theories are “beyond
quantum® and that uncertainty is not a measure of scientific ig-
norance, but rather that stochastic descriptions are an accurate
way of stating how nature behaves. He feels that “complementarity®
demonstrates that nature is too rich to be described in a single
language. Thus, civilizations are self-replicating and under-
standable -- not requiring mystical interpretation -- and infor-
mat fon systems which are describable by statistics. Furthermore,
to Artigiani, values are devices to store singularized, framed
and meaningful organizations of space. He said that these values
are cognitive maps of how the world ought to be, templates to
shape new generations, and are embodied in our myths. Myths and
cognit ive maps not only define how the world ought to be, but al-
so define for individuals how they ought to act. Although for
Artgiani the values are always self-referential, they must be ef-
fective. Pertubations in social systems, as in biological sys-
tems, force a reorganization of the 'system. Corrective measures
for the loss of efficacy and feedback within the system creates a
mismatch and when this happens, he said, the ®world ends.® He
feels that fear is assocfated with the pessimism (about change)
in eras of transition. Once the equilibrium of the social system
is lost it reaches a bifurcation point .where a new cognitive map
emerges. This bifurcation point presents real choices because
with the phase change model, the non-linear discontinuous changes
allow new decision points. New structures and new constituent
parts emerge simultaneously, he added. In this way, cultures
evolve as do specfes. He feels that technology is critical in
both stimulating and sustaining social evolution. Tools are 1like
art objects; they are communicators of information (and self-
referent al), Artigiani also stated that -tools can teach and
that technology serves as an "operator® and an attractor which
draws systems to it. The trick {is to image alternative societies
before technological development alters the system he said.
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‘He concluded with -references to Manfred Eigen, whose work on -the

RNA/DNA interactions suggests "that ™Obedience to rules creates
its own transformation.® Artigiani's interpretation of Prigogine
is that his message is 1inherently ambiguous we create nature,
nature creates us.

J. Roberto Vacca, author from Rome, Italy, presented "Logistic
growth and decline of human activities and growth.® In his in-
terpretation of Cesare Marchetti's work on population Togistics,
Vacca related the adaptation of biological population growth
models to models of the growth and decline of human artifacts, or
technological products. Vacca presented the equations and some
discussion of the ®S® curve, one of the dominant growth curves
prevalent in futures literature. By super-imposing curves repre-
senting gross numbers of products (eg. number of jet airplanes)
and by comparing the relative market shares for competing techno-
logies (e.g. wood, coal, oil fuel) he comes up with a matrix which
he suggests captures the long-term growth pattern of a given
technology (so long as 1t °fits®). Armed with these statistical
tricks, Vacca attempted to fix the saturation Tevels for a number
of technologies across a number of countries (i.e. automobiles 1n
the US and Europe, also radios, television, computers), but met
with 1mmediate scepticism from his audience.

The discussion began perhaps before he had finished, and the major
objection, framed in at least four different ways, was that his
model ‘was deterministic. While many participants acknowledged
the usefulness and even the elegance of both his presentation and
his model (especially after well over a week of theory and philo-
sophy), they clearly had difficulty accepting the validity of his
claim about the ®fit® and his progjection of saturation levels for
microcomputers., Much later discussion revolved around the ques-
tion of what the actual differences are between Marchetti and
Vacca‘'s interpretation (spurred on by other readers of Marchetti's
work).

K. Bart van Steenbergen, Professor of Sociology, University of
Utrecht, Holland, presented "New technologies and changing values
with regard to work.” He presented three sets of clusters repre-
senting various “"Western bourgeois® dominant values

independence bureaucrat ic
self-reliance Toyal to the organization
entrepreneurial spirit team oriented
achievement/success conformist

individualism

diligence self-fulfillment
industrious hedonism

discipline pleasure

frugality creativity

delayed gratification Teisure

The first cluster (cells 1 and 2) represents the "Calvinistic
work ethic", the second cluster (cell 3) characterizes Whyte's The
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Organization Man (late 1950s), and the third cluster (cell 4) re-
presents VankeTovitch's new values from New Rules (late 1970s).
The scheme is organized such that some COrrespondence of values
(polarities?) exists horizontally. Van Steenbergen called these
matrix values "core values®” as they relate to work. He discussed
briefly the shift away from traditional capitalist (i.e. Calvinis-
tic) values and set up his argument. "at least some social changes
come from within culture itself.” He feels that technology and
economics are not the only explanations for social change, and
that there is an autonomy of values and their changes.

Utilizing Shakespeare's ®“looking into the seeds of time,” as a
methodology, van Steenbergen took three °seeds® Silicon Valley;
Briar Patch (a San Francisco Bay Area business network); and, MEMO
(a worker/business network in the Netherlands). Each of these,
he said, have commonalities which should indicate the direction
of new work values in Western countries.

Silicon Valley is characterized by high technology firms whose
average sfze 1s very small yet whose productive output 1is very
high in terms of income. Briar Patch {is characterized by 1its
stated values °living with less®, ©®life-long learning®, “"doing
it all with joy!®, and ®simple 1iving®. It 1s a network of small
businesses vaguely claiming °New Age® values, such as cooperat ion
and ®personal service.® MEMO ("friendly, human, environmental
enterprizes®) is an environmentally-concerned group of workers
and small businesses n the Netherlands who define themselves as
a part of the ®"grey (informal) economy.® MEMO can be associated

with the ®cuiturally un- or under-employed.® _Van Steenbergen
characterized the distinction between “structural® vs. ®cultural®

unemplioyment as follows: the "structurally® unemployed are gener-
ally victimized, passive, willing to work, and are waiting to take
whatever job becomes available;” the ”cuftural?y' unempToyed are
generally younger, willing to work, but only under certain condi-
tions, are environmentally-concerned, are actively waiting for
work, but are more incliined to create their own jobs, and often
have a basic income, although this s usually an ®underpaid® level
of income, according to van Steenbergen.

Within these "seeds of time®, he sees a revival of entrepreneur-
1alism and a rejection of ®"The Organizational Man®. He feels that
the work ethic is intrinsiC to each, that small scale management
and productfon 4s highly valued, as are autonomy and self-
reliance. He notes most of those persons involved are highly edu-
cated (at least post-secondary). The differences are evident
though, for example between Silicon Valley and Briar Patch, which
one observer noted was the difference between skim milk and cream.
This was supposedly due to the structural pressures brought to
bear upon these firms in the highly competitive South Bay environ-
ment, MEMO clearly differs in 1{its underlying support by social
welfare payments of onme sort or another. MEMO products, for ex-
ample, must be ®environmentally friendly®, whereas there is no
such requirement for Briar Patch businesses.

Van Steenbergen concludes by saying that 1f these examples can be

considered ®seeds of time® certain conclusions might be drawn.
These conclusions for him were that there is no clear trend toward
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hedonism nor toward a ®"leisure society.” While he did not see
the attitude towards work as Calvinistic, he did assert that the
orientatfon has changed from an extrinsic to an intrinsic
valuation of work. To him this means that explanations based
solely on technology or economics are inadequate, and that auto-
nomous cultural changes must aiso be considered. His hunch was
that we will see the continued movement towards ®high tech/high
touch®, “personal relationships®, and ®personal service® as the
dominant focus of values towards work in the future.

I111. Overview,

Virtually every lecture and discussion carried over into small
groups gathered over coffee (hour) and Tuncheons. This makes
rawing a dist inct Tine between the didactic and more synthetic
experiences of the course difficult, but it is fair to say that a
great deal of the learning took place outside the confines of IUC
classrooms. The physical situation was conducive to continuous
dialog and discourse, since groups could leave the classroom for
cafes and restaurants only minutes away from the Centre without
interrupting serious discussions.

Perhaps the single-most valuable aspect of the Dubrovnik experi-
ence was the intercultural exchange, both at the group and at the
individual level. The IUC/Dubrovnik environment 1S perhaps unique
in all the world, where scholars and students from all parts of
the world, representing most ideologies and perspectives, can meet
in a collegial, non-threatening atmosphere. Because English was
the course language, many non-nat ive speakers of English (students
particularly, i.e. from Eastern Europe) were much Tess inhibited
in some of the more 1nformal settings, and often contributed a
great deal to our discourse “outside of class®. While many in-
valuable Tearnings came out of the lecture sessions, clearly the
contacts with students and professionals 1in futures studies and
the °®networking® which will result from these meetings is of
greatest wmportance, The cross-fertilization of ideas and cul-
tures facilitated by the Inter University Centre and Dubrovnik is
a crucial element in helping us all to continue to struggle with
the global problems which face us today.

A description of another course offered at the Dubrovnik Inter-
University Centre of Postgraduate Studies was sent by RUDOLF J.
SIEBERT (Western Michigan University) on "The Future of Religion

Contemporary Crisis" (Aer1l 15-28, 1985). Amon? the topics pre-
sented were those on ™“Habermas's Reconstruction of Historical

Materialism. Religious Dimension;* "Two Modes of Important Change
in Contemporary Socialistic Society The Polish and the Hungarian
One," ®"Discourse as Future-Oriented Remembrance. The Nature and
Role of Religion in the Post-Enlightment Paradigm;® ®“Religion,
Modern Biology, and Genetic Engineering;® "Civil Religion and
Christianity,” “Religious Crisis and Utopia,® and” Religfon and
the Crisis of Society.®
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The presenters included: S. Vrcan (University of Split), J. Reimer
(University of Waterloo), J. Jervell (University of O0slo), G.
Kuenzien (Evangelische Zentralstelle fur Weltanschauungsfragen),

G. Yahannian (University of Strasbourg), and P. Poupard (Secre-
tariat for Non-Believerﬁ{ Vatican). 97 P (

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BURNS H, WESTON came upon the following article in THE NEW YORK
TIMES by Herbert London (March 5, 1985, p. 27, cols., 2-3). He
suggested we run it in THE NEWSLETTER. Perhaps someone would 1ike
to respond to it.

"iPeace Studies‘'--Hardly Academic®

“The faculty of Arts and Science at New York University re-
cently approved of a “minor® status for "peace studies® with
only one dissent in the faculty vote. This new minor, to be
included in the fall curriculum, is expected to evolve into an
academic major., Alas, peace studies 1s the academic 1iberal's
latest effort to impose his brand of peace on an unwary stu-
dent popuiation.

The program is run by Robert R. Holt, a psychologist who
maintains that “the urgent war-peace issue of our ¢ ime...must
be addressed.® The core of the program is a two-credit course,
“Nuclear War and Its Prevention.® He contends he is eager to
prgmotel diverse thinking, not indoctrination. However, an
original_ founder of the program, Daniel Zwanziger, a physi-
cist, 2flies this dispassion with his claim thatgthe timgng s
“very important especially since the Administration wants t
go ahead with the ‘Star Wars' project...and devote miﬁiong
of dollars to 1t.*

It 1is worth asking why the assignments don‘t inclu th
works of Herman Kahn, CO?¥n Gray ang Robert Jasgrow, rég;ects

ed thinkers on nuclear arms. Is Jonathan Schell, author of
“The Fate of the Earth,” the only panjandrum of n&clear stra-
tegy? Is the Star Wars defense system to be viewed solely as
an escalatfon in the arms race? Is it appropriate for a peace

program to espouse the view that only by def -
gram can peacg be preserved? Y by defesting this pro

Once again, the canons of scholarship are ignored by true
believers. In this case, peace studies isn't even made re-
spectable through observance of opposing viewpoints., It is a
*discipline® imperialized by a psychologist., Is a psychologist
with no background in military affairs really competent to
teach such a course?

The driving interest of “"peace® scholars--the one that awak-
ened the sensibilities in the first place--is in staZent

actfvism. Mobylizing student support for the scholars' peace
agenda is the unstated but seeming goal in this and other such
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programs. Peace programs, or those ‘euphemist ically called pro-
grams in confifct resolution, are the battleground for academ-
ic opinion-makers. These are scholars -who intend to win a war
for the minds of students who wiil be presseéd into the service
of a controversy they don't entirely understand.

In N.Y.U.'s ®“Nuclear War and Its Prevent fon” course, three
readings are required: Roger Molander, “Nuclear War -- What's
in It For You®; Burns Westonm (edftor), "Toward Nuclear Disarm-
ament and Giobal Security,” and Carl Sagan, “"Nuclear War and
Clmat ic Catastrophe.® The deck could scarcely be more stacked
more completely, Moreover, this was done without the siight-
est embarrassment, apparently without concern for fair play.

The 1instructor, in my view, has made it perfectly clear that
it is not schoiarship that is sought but rather faithful con-

gregants,

There have been similar movements in higher education. Since
most academic are inclined to turn the other cheek, these pro-
grams become fnstitutionalized. Some die of noninterest. But
this one threatens to spill over into the political arena,

where half-educated students filled with moral indignation be-
come a lobbying group for a particula brand of peace crusade.

It isn't difficult to see what {s happening. Academic con-

ciliators have found allies in their students. These “academ-
ic* programs are really designed to do battle with the Stra-

tegic Defense Initiative, the MX missile and any other stra-
tegic system introduced by the Administration.

In the 1920's, people who taught such nonsense at least had
the courage to define their position as pacifism. Their views
didn't masquerade as a new scholarly discipiine. Now, however,

some scholarship is in retreat before the onslaught of such
*religious” zealots. My fear is that they will further reduce

the efficacy of some scholarship and might even give peace a
bad name,®

The International Center of Social Gerontology (91, rue Jouffroy

- 75017 Paris, France. Tel.: (1) 766-52-30) sent a Tist of recent
publicat fons available in French or English that should be of in-

terest to many members of the Federation., For example, country-
specific reports on trends in aging are available on Japan, Por-

tuga]. Great Britain, Australia, Costa Rica, Poland and Nigeria,
with an extensive bibliography also on France.
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Book Reviews, a new addition to our NEWSLETTER, is a siight depar-
ture from our usual publications section. It was spawned by Jim
Dator and Takahiro Suzukf (our former research intern whose in-
ternship report appears on page 42 of this issue)., It was their
idea to obtain review copies of books that were timely or futures
orfented for introduction to Federation members. It’s been a pro-
Ject requiring much Tabor and time. Takahiro has, since its in-
ception, returned to work in Japan; however Mark Bradley has taken
over Taka's efforts and we are pleased to offer this section to
you for your information and comments.

VLT 8 0 KNG G o

A ° L S l,f_ 3 .
Foundat jon, 1982, (Ovre Slottsgatan

In an era when international understanding and solidarity seem
slippery concepts and almost unattainable Andreas Fuglesang has
focused his efforts upon ways of achieving such goais as these,
Iin his introduction he states, °In my experience, it 1s the simi-
farities in man’s many endeavours to control his reality--not the
differences--that are impressive culturally. Each of uS needs to

act to rectify the social, economic and attitudinal disparities
and prejudices which permeate the world.®

Cross-Cultural
Upps d J&8 rnale FSR30 14

2, 752 20 Uppsala, Sweden)

Stressing the importance of the 1issue of understanding is Sven
Hamrell (Executive Director of the Dag Hammarskjold Foundatjon).
In the preface, Hamrell argues that the achievement of understand-
ing and solidarity amongst peoples of differing cultures is still
possible., However it requires first that those of us located in
our respective industrialized communities recognize that other
communities are of equal {importance to the global understanding
rather than merely ours. And second, ®Understanding...is Tikely
to be achieved when the people in such local communities perceive
the groblems of communities in other countries and cultures are
inextricably linked to their own.® (Preface, p. 10) In other
words we must recognize that we are a global village!

The author seeks the expansion of both our intellectual horizons,
and our economic systems to include those cultures which have un-

ti1 now been regarded as 1islands near the periphery. What the
author seeks as the ultimate achievement 1is the development of a
“global dialogue® between the varfous cultures of the worid, so
as to create a feeling of solidarity amongst the people of the
planet, the people of our giobal village.

*The significant feature of European culture is not only its sci-
entific and technological achievement., It also exudes disrespect
for other cultures as well as insensitivity to the miraculous
multiplicity of 1ife and human behavior.® (p. 17}

The exactness with which we define our observations and the over
reliance upon professionals to lead us to the solutfon, along with
the opinion that “a foreign language represents colonial oppres-
sfon or cultural domination...® all point to a lack of multi-
dimensfonal communicatfon. (p. 21) It is as 1{f we are under the
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impression that by Tooking at ourselves in the mirror, we are able
to see others.

One of the myths with which we surround ourselves {s the belief
that information is sSynonomous with communicatien. According to
Fugiesang, "informat fon is only potent fal communciation.® The key
to communication is not how repidly we receive messages from half
a cont inent away; vather communication is °the abflity to listen
wvell.® {p. 28)

Percept fonal and measurement differences of time between cultures
is one of the exampies cited by the author. He describes differ-
ences between village cultures® uses of °®natural® time forms
(tidal shifts and seasonal changes for example) for determining
the day's activities and industrialized socfeties’ use of time in

the form of clocks to plan dafly actions. In village societies
the timepiece is 1ittle more than ornamentat fon.

At the heart of Fuglesang's examination of cross-cultural com-
municat fon is the message that in order to comsunicate between
cultures we need to ask °in what respect does it [our languagel
differ from that of the Swahiii, the Hopi or anmy other culture,
and what a@e the characteristics of this difference? It s im-
perat ive to demyst ify the word culture and recognize it simply as
the Tanguage in which pecple structure their experience so they
can communicate information from person to person.

The author sums up the effect of cultural domination and reempha-
sizes the need for communication at the conclusfon of his book.

The Idea of Disarmament? Rethinking the Unthinkable, Alan Geyer.

P H 5 . > ised ed. 1985.
(List price: $11.95, available through Brethren Press, Elgin,
I114inois 60720 USA)

In The Idea of Disarmament? Rethinking the Unthinkable, Alan
GeyéF attempts to consider disarmament by addressing the question,
sWhat are the most effective instruments of progress in disarma-
ment?® The fact that such a question is so seldom asked by those
supposedly in the know, is both astonishing, and a tragedy of our
times. In Geyer's words, “"One of the tragedies of international
conflict is that national Teaders often trap themselves in a vi-
cious circle of escalating hostilities...® and are unable to per-
ceive ®"any redemptive circle of de-escalation.® (p. 171)

Alan Geyer's work is an attempt to stimulate a numb audience
towards action. Geyer appears to sense a feeling of terror in his
audience, a terror manifested as paralysis. Therefore, Geyer is
fervently employing a method of shock treatment, specifically,
present ing his audience with page afte page of documentation on
disarmament, laced with a rapier sense of rhetoric, in order to
encourage us to rethink the unthinkable. This book 1s an excellent
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in its argument that in preparing for war our nrational lea 5
ders ;
have become de-sensitized to the ®imagination required for the

scenarfos of peacemaking.® (p. 171)

One of the “think tank® organizations that fs said to be qui

influent ial in Washington, DC, these days is the Heritage FoglrlldtaE
tion, which owes some of its own intellectual heritage to the late
Herman Kahn. In response to our request for publifcations which

might be of interest to a global futures audience, Robert Huberty, | 3

Director of their Resource Bank, sent two things. One was ®"Insti-

tutfonal Analysis No. 34° by Stephen Moore on ®Half-Truths and [

Consequences: The Legacy of Global 2000." The report is written
of course, in opposition to the ®Global 2000 Rep%rt to the Pre:
sident® which was commissioned during the term of Jimmy Carter.
What is especially interesting about the analysis by Moore is that

it states that the Report has been exceptionally influential in §

shaping policy at the US and International governm
Here are his specific conclusions: governmental Tevels.

®Though Global 2000 has been recognized as a severely flawed

piece of science, it nonetheless has had wide-ranging conse-

q:ﬂc«;:, Among the most serious:
e Report has boosted US funding for a number of foreign
assistance activities {including population control, tropicg‘l
geforestation, and species extinction,

2) The Report has helped inject the limits to growth philo-
Eophy in the natfon’s schools.

3) The Report has stimulated the creation of organizations
getemined to address the problem of shrinking world rescurces.
hé: The Rtepdort 1:has cv;eated the issue of giobal foresight and
as promoted a2 trend towards more fut W -
heg P ionoted 2 utures work within the fed
®5) The Report has legitimized the arguments of environmental
interest groups, and by so doing, has significantly 1 .
their influence and constituency.g’ ’ v increased

"Global 2000 is a case study in the abuse of plannin -
casting as science. To assure immediate, dg‘amaticg famr:aciorgn
the course of policy making, alarmists project long-term dire
consequences on the basis of apparent trends in short-term data.
Typically, the impact of techno‘iogical change and human ingenu-
ity 1is ignored. The Reagan Administration and leaders in Con=-
gress should ensure that Global 2000's flawed premises and in-

accurate forecasts do not become th
e e basis for future federal

Mr. Huberty of the Foundatfon also sent along a report written b
the well-known University of Maryland Economist,pJuHan 51:1071{
which is “"Issue Bulletin No. 103" entitied, ®“Global Foresight
B'iu;ns: :he Danger of Centralized Data Sources.® Simon discusses
a condemns several bills before the US Congress whic

est:bHsh a federal agency to create a ‘globalgforesighthcaspg%ki ﬁf
ty." Discussed in some detail are the Hat fie1d-0tt inger bi171 and
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TppoTLURTLY SOCIETY,"

that of Gore and Gingrich. It {s importanmt to know that these
bi1ls are "bipartisan®--introduced and backed by Repubiicans and
Democrats alike. Indeed, Representative Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia)
{s one of the bright, young, future-oriented, but very conserva-
tive stars in the Republican firmament. His recent book, The
Window of Opportunity, which outlines his dream of a aConservative
should be read by anyone who wants to know
more about the future of the American polity. Simon alsc says
these bills are backed by two private organizations--the Task
Forca on Foresight Capability, and the Giobal Tomorrow Coalition,
and by the Congressional Clearinghouse on the Future, which is an
official clearinghouse of the United States Congress.

Simon's objection to these bills seems not to Tie with forecast-
ing per se but with its being done by any governmental agency. As

Simon puts it in conciusion:

“The crux of the problem seems to be that many persons in and
out of the government do not (perhaps cannot) understand that
natural resources and other materials are best provided by the
spontaneous process that takes place as a result of billfons
of individual decisions all over the world. It requires no
government planning; it would be hampered by it. To those un-
familiar with this market process, it seems chaotic. Thus they
call for governmental action to end °chaos' and assure ‘effi-
ciency.® They do not take notice that the market has in the
past, and cont inues today, to provide such materials to the
world. The call for government °'foresight® reflects the belief
that the market will not and cannot provide the needed flow of
resources and other goods but that governments can.

*Those opposing government forecasting and foresight are not
against such informatfon per se. They simply point out the
fesson of history that the most reliable and useful informa-
tion about resources usually is provided by private individu-
als, not the government.... Federal forecasting and foresight
seems a certain prescription for elevating boob-information
and data to an official position. This {s something that the
American people and economy can very well do without.®

These and other issues of ®"Inst itutional Analysis® and the "Issue

Bulietin® can be obtained by writing: The Heritage Foundation, 214
Massachusetts Avenue NE, Washington, DC 20002. Tel (202) 546-4400.

BOOK AND JOURNAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDWARD GOLDSMITH would like to raise readers' awareness of The

Ecologist and announce that the next issue is in his own words,
‘-a-n—a%-ooo. word diatribe against the World Bank accusing them of

financing impoverishment and famine throughout the Third World.®
The Ecologist is pubTished six times yearly, and attempts to allow

jts authors sufficient space for in-depth consideration of today's
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environmental and social issues. The organizatfon also publishes
books and special issues at an additional though reasonab%’e cost.

The ordinary subscription rate is £12.50 sterling (US$28), Insti-
Eut]ionalpka:eizl‘%s.oo((us $36), Student Rate ands l(lemger;’ of the
cology Party .50 (US $23). Airmail rate £6.00 (US $12) e .
gend rﬁqueszs to The Ecologist, Worthyvale Manor Fgrm, $Ca;el¥§:z,
ornwall, UK.

The Fifth Annual Report, January 1985, of J. F. Coates, Inc
;:(:n:w:a gt:get, Nuéiwasﬁiniton, 1] 20515) is an excellént dSCS?ni?lg

nswe e question, “"what sort of work do professional fi -
{sts actually 307 If I wanted to make futures y'-)esearch my ca?’e:::,
what sort of things would I be doing, and for whom?®

The report 1ists five projects current] n

Contaminat ion; Te’iecomugications and theyCo‘:'p%?‘:?%n;(G?g‘%g\::%g
as a Revolutijonary Force in Government; Reguiating Biotechnology;
The Future of the Federal Workforce; and The Cinglian Norkforce):
Several pages of the report alsc contain summaries of their
studies back to 1979. A one-page summary of ®The Environment in
the Years 2000-2010° is also given. An extensive annotated 1ist
;]); pubi:caw‘;ion'uf11 bby Jo]s:ph and Vary Coates beyond those specifical-

commissioned by clients occupies three mo o
staff presentations (talks and szminars) tal:zsreupp?’g:: p;‘gelsiset:orgf

Horking Papers twe more still,
techniques pat the end of the repoir];:l’..ere 1s 2 glossary of futures

The roster of the 1984 staff contains eight persons full

time and
six parttime. The firm's motto is, ®The Futur?e is Our Business?‘
The report seems to be a good indication of what that means.

The announcement of a new work by WFSF member I -
came from GLENN PAIGE. Y Yo BESTUZHEV-LADA

HWFSF member I.V, Bestuzhev-Lada has published 1 -
atory Social Prognostication. Long-pRange egrobnie?uusssgn%

TWoscow: Science PUDTTSHIng Wouse, 19847, 277 Pp. 1The bBOOk has

::5 ;:I;:::ers ;n iw? parts. Part One treats ®Theoretical Issues in
xp ory Social Prognostication.® Part Two add 8
Problems ¥n Exploratory Socifal Prognosticat?on‘ :engseisncl‘}np e]sieg
section.on global probiems (pp. 116-147). For more information
contact: I.V, Bestuzhev-Lada; Institute of Sociological Research,
Academy of Sciences of the USSR; 117259, Moscow, B-259; USSR,
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We are pleased to announce the publication of the following book
by member YEHEZKEL DROR®

Policymaking Under Adversity. (ISBH:0-87855-488-2; $39.95; pp.

H T [ ooks, Rutgers the State University,
New Brumswick, N.J. 08903 USA) Main features of policymaking re-
lated to adversity are discussed in a new book by Yehezkel Dror,
with special attention to uncertainty, ultrachange and resources
scarcity -- which make contemporary policymaking institutions in-
creasingly obsolete. Based on three years of research leave, the
book imtegrates European and Anglo-American Tliterature and ex-
periences into advanced models of po‘iicymakin%, supplement ing
Publdic Policymaking Reexamined. (republished in 1983, with a new
TEFGaUcEIon;  ISBN:U-8/855-928-0; pp. 420, $19.95; publishers:
Transaction Books, Rutgers the State University, New Brunswick,
N.J., 08903 USA).

0= =9

From the Worid Policy Institute we received the following an-
nouncement.

)

“peace and World Order Studies A Curriculum Guide [the new fourth
edTTTon] 75 The resource Yor educacors engaged in curriculum in-
novat fon -- whether 1t be the development of new programs, the de-
sign of new courses, or the search for more relevant and st imu-
lating course materials. Moving beyond traditional disciplines
of giobal studies such as international politics, conflict re-
solutfon and law, the book embraces the related concerns of “women
and world order,® “hunger and food,® °worid political economy,"
*regional studies,” “"militarism and the arms race,” and "religious
perspect ives on peace.”

“A collection of over 100 syllabi, drawn from departments of so-
ciology, political science, economics, engineering, psychology,
anthropology, communications, 1iterature and the physical sci-
ences, enables educators to review course methods and materials
that have worked for other {instructors. It provides concrete
suggestions for updating courses to reflect a wide range of newly
emerging curriculur concerns and current public policy issues.”

To order this newest edition of Peace and World Order Studies. A
Curriculum Guide send $16.00 USK CUFFency (3$14.95 prus $1.05
Postage) Tor each copy. Include your full address and send your
request to. World Policy Institute, 777 United Nations Plaza, New
York, New York 10017 USA.

MAHDI ELMANDJRA has sent a recent (1985 1) issue of the SID journ-
al Development which he guest-edited on ""Informatics--Is there a

choTEe™™ WRTTe the theme is very well known to most of us (as are
the authors of most of the papers), the treatment 1s uniformly
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excellent, innovative, insightful, critical, informative. I urge
you all to read a copy, 1f you have not already. I am sorely
tempted to comment on the substantive contributions, but as I sat
down to do so I realized that each article was so rich and provo-
c?tive t:athl cou]: easily fill up the Newsletter on this review
alone, erhaps other members are moved to offer

to the 1ssue. If so, send them wn and I will 1niiu§2eg;e;e?:tgggf
sequent Newsletters, \

LOUIS-ANTOINE DERMNOI (Project Adviser, Settlement F
Research, Research & Development Branch, Planning s$§3§§§sP853?¥

sion, Department of Municipal Affairs, Governme
E:?o:ton; Alberta, Canada) %ent us coﬁies of twgtiéiﬁsklagrﬁ?g
which will be published in the journal, ®Plan Canada.® One 1
article titled, ®The Third Sector--Comﬁunity-based sociai, ecimgE
mic and cultural development: an alternative,® The other is a re-
view of a book by Joel Kurtzman called Futurecasting (Palm
Springs: California: ETC Publications, 19847, The Teview, en-
f;::eai Planners may still enter the realm of the future,® begins,
s introduction to ‘futures®' thinking and tech
also a ‘?anual°) feels like a welcome fré%h breefe ?qugf egeggglg
computerized practices. And still, it s anything b -
wheeling narrative account. It offers eminzgtlyg ugg%u? E?iﬁr
sampies ‘how t0...,° methods yet rarely empioyed b
env;::gins ghat mail 1ie ahead of us, o%' ou'r’* g‘iientys,pi:\;mgﬁ’cgg:
munities.” Dernoi concludes that the volume should “be highl -
commended to all in the planning profession; for nov%ceﬁ r:o

tutures 1t is an easy-flowing introduction while for
already dabble at {t, 1t offefs clarification” oF thaughts o oo

tailed approaches to practical decision making.®

ARTICLES FROM THE READERS

ALLEN TOUGH (Ontario Institute for Studies in Education

Street West, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 1V6) sent l réciig 3:;2:
of his titled "Fundamental Priorities.” In it, he idemtifies and
discusses three fundamental priorities: avoid extinction from
nuclear warfare; avoid massive irreversible deterioriation of the
environment; and maximize our potent ial for a highly positive fu-
ture. Aspects of the third priority include improved decision-
making by governments and other bodies, understanding the universe
and our place in it; human settlements in space; and fostering a
widespread desire to cooperate and contribute.

He concludes by assessing the probabilities of three alter

nat ive
futures--extinction, holding our own, and highly positive--in
three time perfods--20, 50, and 2000 years from now, While he con-
cludes that our chances of extinction range from 25% to 50%, the

38

odds favor holding our own or better. He concludes, ®“I cannot
think of any higher priority than trying to improve our chances."

* * * * * * *

Eleonora Masini suggested that a recent graduate of the Future
Cultural and Educational Systems program of the University of
Minnesota, Ruthanne Kurth-Schai, send a synopsis of her disserta-
tion for inclusion in the Newsletter. Readers should find it of
considerable interest:

PURPOSE AND PROCESS: The primary goals of this study were 1) to
collect and analyze a broad spectrum of children's personal, glob-
al, and spiritual images of the future, and 2) to adapt the Delpha
for utilization with child panelists and to evaluate its appropri-
ateness as a research technique suitable for use of children.

In order to accomplish these goals: 1) A taxonomy of future imag-
ery was developed and then utilized to guide the processes of data
collect ion and analysis. 2) The conventional Delphi technique was
adapted for use with child panelists. 3) Five separate Delphi
studies were conducted in which 154 children (age 11-12) partici-
pated. The research was conducted in classroom sett ings. 4) The
data collected were subjected to several levels of analysis re-
sulting in the development of a description of the future imagery
generated by the children of each panel, a comparison of the
children's future imagery by panel and by gender, a comprehens ive
description of the future imagery expressed by the children as a
whole, and an assessment of the Delphi as a research technique
appropriate for use with child panelists.

Major issues addressed included the children's perceptions of: 1)
the future of the environment, war and peace, science and techno-
logy, education, government, economics, family life, childhood,
religion, and human relatfons., 2) the nature of ideal future
worlds; and 3) the role of men, women, children, and/or a higher
spiritual power in creating the future.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS 1) Children are capable of generating a
broad spectrum of complex, creative, and reality-oriented future
imagery. 2) The development and expression of children's future
imagery is potentially beneficial to human society and to children
themselves. 3) Knowledge of the spiritual dimension of children's
future imagery is of primary importance in understanding and ac-
curately representing their perceptions of the future. 4) Chil-
dren's images of the future are not significantly affected by

their gender. 5) The Delphi is an efficient and effective research
technique for collecting the thoughts of children. 6) Participa-

tion in the Delphi can provide experiences for children which are
enjoyable, educational, self-concept enhancing and hope inspiring.

(For information, contact Ruthanne Kurth-Schai, 999 Grandview
Ave,, West, St. Paul, Minnesota 55113, USA (tel. (612) 482-9033).

* * * * * * *
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SATISH SETH of the Indian Council of Management & Future (A-3E,
pPandara Rd, PO Box: 3053, New Delhi - 110003 INDIA), explores
methodological issues in futures research in this essay.

When we talk of the Future we are in fact exploring varfous as-
pects of the coming Times. Future, as a period, be it for two or
ten scores of years, has its importance, as we all have to spend
most of our Tives in that time-frame. Me do have a moral right
to choose a kind of *time® that efther ®individually® or “collec-
tively®, either "locally® or ®globally® we wish to prefer.

Whether such a ®“choice®” really is possible is debatable - though
over-due emphasis on ®"Technology® to help achieve it has won fu-
turists fewer friends than we should have expected and got. And
we need to ask why. Thus the question that we can perhaps pose
and go into lTater could be- Did the Futures Studies movement take

the right start or a false start in over-seliing “Technology Fore-
casting?®

Reverting to "perceptions® of the Future against a long-range
timeframe, and in view of the overwhelming bias to technology and
its miracles, important, astonishing and relevant as they indeed
are, did lead to some unsuspected results. Firstly, did we for-
get that people, common people, millions of whom are not so arti-
culate through a written language should be the "Prima donnas® and
should be a party to perceive their long term future possibili-
ties? People, unconsciously, were pushed into the background. The
world of intellect, ®Science and Technology®, began to give them
a pre-determined technological vision of possibilities of the fu-
ture. Things relating to the future were decided for people. The
common man's perceptions generally took no front-line place and
were relegated at best to a secondary, passive and subdued posi-

tion. In short they were not a party to a ®"choice® determining
function,

I am 1indeed conscious of the ®Technological prowess® and the
“good” it has done to mankind in eradicating poverty, imparting a
certain quality of Tife (though not shared equitably by all earth-
1ings), besides democratizing to a great extent even their 1ife
styles. After all as Daniel Bell once wrote it 1is because of
technology that today both the flower girl and the Queen can buy
the same pair of stockings!

Nevertheless, technology has its seamy side too. But this is not
the point I wish to dwell upon here. I want to understand why
some people, and some societies change and some don‘'t, Some
societies and some cultures, as any serious student of History can
tell us, have, over a time, even decayed and perished - a total
obiiteration from the face of the earth. Among other factors can
one say that their perceptions of ®"time® of "future® had something
to add to their collapse. Did these cultures misunderstand a cer-
tain aspect of "technology® in its manifest aspects of a *friend®,
an “ally® and as a muiti-purpose ®a1d*?

Understanding of the Future in all its ramifications with which we
futurists are concerned thus heavily impinges on our perceptions
of “time®, our perceptions of ®"change® and have a great deal more
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to do to further our understanding of the ®“pace* with which dif-
ferent societies are "managing® or "neglecting® change, thus de-
termining for a given “collectivity® a certain kind of future. Can
one say that a few billion people on this planet find themselves
inextricably caught in the grip of reverting to the *Adam and Eve"
scenario on the one hand and the ©“Star Wars® scenario on the
other. Does the truth obviously lie somewhere in between? (Some-
thing which we Futurists and our current methodologies to scan fu-
ture seem to have missed.) Or, have we overshot the runway of
ratfonal, scientific and participatory ways while searching for
creat ive futures for all?

What is being emphasized here is that a need exists to examine in
the context of different people's and cultures' perceptions the
characteristics of "time®, “change® and "development®, and to re-
late it to the inter-disciplinary task of perfecting tools and
techniques of future scanning, systems analysis and future re-
search., In doing so we need to pose several questions, given be-
low, and to seek rational answers thereto

Q.1. Have we discovered all that needs to be found in our armory
of futures research in the area of ®Technology Forecasting® tech-
niques and in the use of "Social Indfcators® to gauge and classi-
fy a multitude of future related perceptions be they literary or
non-1iterary in nature?

Q.2. Is future studies, like any other branch of knowledge, ne-
cessarily elitist? Or, can we make amends to re-embellish it, ty-
ing the futurist community closer to people with enhanced ability
to fathom their aspirations, hopes, expectations and fear for and
towards the future - both at the self (Private) and at the soci-
etal (Public) Tevel?

Q.3. What are the limits to rationality in Future Studies? What
are the rough edges in our crystai-gazing that necessarily, con-
sciously or unconsciously, prevent us from fully capturing the
spectrum, a participatory view, of the future - as opposed to a
deterministic scenario opened up a mini-minority of future scien-
tists whose view becomes the basis for and provides thrust for
interfering with perceptions of ®time® and ®change® for at least
three-fourths of humanity which gives *®directions® of Socio-
Economic development?

Yet another facet of envisionment of future which merits con-
siderat fon arises from varying perceptions of what really consti-
tutes "progress® and what is meant by “modernization®. There are
societies, mostly developed societies, which covet change. There
are other societies, mostly in the Third World, which culturally
resist change, in fact, the majority in some countries even fear
change.

The future, however, is a state of uncertainity. Future 1s change.
Thus societdies which do not, as a collectivity, share a common,
over-all direction of change miss realising a “certain Future®. On
the contrary, they argue that the_ "Science and Technology® path
does not necessarily offer the only direction to ®progress® and
modernization,
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It is being suggested here that the presence of an ambivalent at-
titude towards development and modernization, too, needs to be
studied to provide a rationale, an approach, a modicum of col-
;3:5::g’ collating and analysing of varying perceptions of the

Different perceptions of time, change, progress, modernization,
and development thus lead us to different perceptions of the fu-
ture. They also indicate how, n the ultimate analysis, the future
is less a technology-biased proposition but a value-biased socio-
cultural outlook. Futurists thus need to develop yet newer tools
and techniques to capture all this to convert them into relevant
policy options.

* * * * * * %

The following article was submitted by Takahiro Suzuki, a gra
:t:de?f frzm ﬁ;ﬁ:n who interned in the office of the’Secgetg:?E:
rom Augus through May 1985. He h

returned te Japan. y as since graduated and

"INTERNING WITH THE WFSF: An internship report.®
The purpose of this paper is to report what I could get through

my internship in the office of the WFSF secretariat and what [
felt and so on.

I would Tike to itemize those purposes

1. I could touch futurists as living existences. Generally speak-
ing, we can know the views of other people by reading books or
articles written by them. Those books are already polished and
formalized for publication for the public to read, On the other
hand, when we can read some of their correspondence to friends
we can know their more vivid and real opinions. ’

While I was serving as an intern in the office of the WFSF secre-

tariat, I would read Tetters sent by many futurists to Dr., Dator

== & necessary part of filing letters. Although the views or

gg;niﬁgzrggtthe letters gwire somet imes incomplete, 1 could feel
s as near substance or real living b

their letters, g hetngs by reading

Moreover, often the views or opinions show the process of thou
of the futurists. That is to say, their viewspare often ultggf
medern. And although the views and so forth may not be systema-
tized, they are still vivid and living ones. It seems to me that
this was of great benefit for me in my internship in the office.

2, 1 could experience cultural differences. An experience h
when I was working in the WFSF office made me gainpa greate: u;g

derstanding of the problems that can be created through cul
differences, experiential differences, and also basf% 1§n§3§§l

differences. Difficulties arose through differences in -
hension and understanding ways of thinf%ng and Tanguage tﬁ&?pgﬁe
foreign to me.

I made a 1ist of people who changed addresses once, f
thought pattern. %hen, I thought that everybody c&hidohk?:1g aﬂg
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this 1list, but, to my surprise, Anne and Carolyn [two Americans
who worked in the office] couldn't do so, I also dealt with many
letters and participation application forms during my internship
in the office. I always had difficulties in making lists and so
on, from these sources because people wrote them in their own
ways. These ways varied, depending on people's thoughts, under-
standing or considerations.

These events made me think about two things. The first 1is really
practical -- 1t is that I must find some way in which everybody
can easily understand to make 1ists and files. The other thing
{s that everybody is living with a different way of thought. We
somet imes (NAY, many many times) feel that other peopie can't un-
derstand what we can understand very easily. This means that, as
each of us has a different way of thought and different background
(in culture, language, career, experience, education...) and those
things are complicatedly connected with one another, cne can‘t
understand another's attitudes or thoughts. It seems to me that
this very fact has given rise to many conflicts, problems, and
difficulties in solving problems from an individual level to a
global level. I wonder if the present world situation in which we
cannot seem to make peace, although we desire to do so, doesn't
have something to do with this fact too.

Here, 1 remember one view about how to end the nightmare of nu-
clear war between the USA and the USSR. It is a view proposed by
Dr. Ward Morehouse, a fellow at Columbia University. In Mainichi
Shinbun, he was reported as stating that,

*... We must tackle with the realization of a structural re-
form with which we make economic structures of the USA and
the USSR compatible with each other in ideology. Today, it
is true that relations between the USA and the USSR-are con-
flictual in many levels and fields. But if we change dif-
ferences of ideologies which are the real causes of the con-
flicts, the hope may appear that we can mitigate a nuclear
armament race between the two countries, even if we can't
stop the race. Conversion theories of which this is an exam-
ple, of Western societies commonly include a fundamental
mistake that, as the USSR develops economically, her society
will become more and more similar to Western society. It is
obvious that leaders in the USSR have no intention to change
economic and political structures.

sBut there is an alternative possibility which has never been
considered because people in the West have thought that it
was wmpossible. It requires that Western society become more
similar to that of the Soviet Unfon. If the present situa-
tion in the USA became more similar to that of the USSR with
regard to ownership and modes of production, measures which
are major differences in their economic ideologies, the de-
gree of conflicts on the level of ideology of the countries
will decrease and this may begin to mitigate the nuclear
armament race...” [The portion quoted was originally run in
Mainichi Shinbun, 8/23/84, 1n Japanese and the translation
to English was provided by Takahiro.]
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His view may not be a quick remedy to a nuclear armament race as
even he says, ®...I don't, myself, think that everything changes
with this idea ronly with time. But to propose this kind of idea
may come to stimulate peopie to have thoughts different from those
of the past and, as a result, peopie may be able to think about
issues from others perspectives. I think that is exactly a start-
ing point away from a nuclear armament race...® (Mainichi Shinbun,
8/23/84)

But our history has demonstrated that crucial problems facing us
can never essentially be solved by such quick or easy remedies as
a treaty or a technical solution. Those problems require other
more fundamental remedies related to human natures. The fellow's
view seems to have a Tot to do with what I met and thought about
during my internship. If so, it seems to me that we should start
to trg to find a solution for reducing or eliminating problems
from their roots. That is to say, that because of misunderstand-
ings between each other and, as a result of conflicts or war
brought on by misunderstandings that are based on differences in
soctal structure, ideology, 1ife-style, cultures, language, educa-
tion and so forth, we may ﬁave to find a way to reduce the differ-

ences by emphasizing peoples commonalities, or by reforming eco-
nomic structures as Morehouse advocates. Anyway, I feel we need

some fundamental solution.

However, there i1s a big problem even 1in this thought. The probiem
is that the differences have produced not only misunderstandings

or conflicts but also vitality, varieties or dynamics among human
beings and that if the differences are reduced by the fact that
everybody has some common base(s), human beings may lose their in-
dividual strong points. If they lose differences, their worid
would be monotonous. The differences are double-edged. In a sense,
it seems that we need careful consideration in finding a solution,

3. Telephone and English. The telephone is the most scary instru-

ment for me. I bear Alexander Graham Bell a grudge. As I expect-
ed and was afraid of I made many, many (maybe one more many) mis-

takes in answering calls and taking messages. Those facts MADE
{not just Tet) me fully realize that my English was still very

poor. [Not true, assuming one has a grasp of phonetics. Ed.]

However, the internship was good for me because it gave me a sftu-
ation wherein I was forced to understand English and might improve

my poor English. And as I was previously in Malaysia and am now
in the East-West Center usually speaking with non-Americans, my

English {s very bad especially in understanding American English.
But while I was doing my internship in the office, I had to talk

with Americans directly or on telephome. So I have had a good
chance to improve my English command,

4. Futurists and Futures Studfes. At the start of my futures

studies on, I was interested in the characteristics of futurists.
I would have 1iked to have statistics according to their loca-

tions, sex, occupations and so on, because I can understand more
about futurists by analyzing their statistics. But unfortunately

the office of the Secretariat of WFSF had few resumes of its mem-
bers or other materials with which I could compile the statistics.
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so 1 decided to produce statistics based only on a membership
1ist, following Dr. Dator's advice. The results follow.

Sstatistic 1 WFSF Members and countries of origin
(Total 58 countries, 425 members represented)

America° 8, 125 members Europe 22, 210 members
North 2, 104 West. 7, 73
USA. 83 France. gﬁ
B FRG
Canada: 2l Switzerland. 14
Lat in America 6, 21 members NetherlQnds 8
Tropical South 2: 7 gu:tgia ;
: 6 elgium:
!3?3;3?;? 1 Luxembourg 1
1 7 South. 4, 54
Mégg}go: . Italy 4§
Temperate South 2 6 Spain
Argentina. 3 Portugal; ;
Chile 3 Yugoslavia
Car ibbean 1, ] E;s§° ) 5, 1;
. 1 olan
Trinidad fojand ?
As fa° 13, 45 members Romania- 3
East 2, 7 Cz:lech.i g
Japan® 6 Bulgaria.
chgna' 1 U.S.S.R* 2
South: 11, 38 North 6, 66
Middie Sweden® ﬁg
. 8 England
sg:EEa' b }5 N. Ireland: :
Pakistan* 1 S. Ireland
Sﬁi Lanka: 1 D:n?ar:' 2
- Finlan
Bﬁzgﬁf 1 Norway 1
Eg:ﬁ:;? 3, 7 Africa 12, 33 members
Indonesia* 4 Hest 4, 6
Philippines 2 Senegal 3
Malaysia 1 Ni?eria }
Western na i lolta :
th. 4 13 pper Vo
Toreed 8 East* ;. 4
Kuwait- 3 Unit. Rep. o
Ugiied Arab Tanzania 2
Emirates 1 Ethopia 1
Rwanda 1
Oceania. 2 10 members North 2, 18
Austraiia 9 agypt 1;
New Zealand 1 orocco
Melanesia: 0 Midi]e 3, g
Zaire
Micronesia 0 Gaies Rep. of
Cameroon 1

Rep. De Congo-1
South 0, 0
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Statistic 2 WFSF Membership First, Second and Third World

THE FIRST WORLD: 22 COUNTRIES
(318 members-74.8% of membership)

U.S.A.
Italy
Sweden
France
Canada

FRG

England
Switzerland
Australia
Netherlands
Israel
Japan
Denmark
Austria
Finland
Spain
Belguim

N. Ireland
S. Ireland
Norway

New Zealand
Luxembourg
Portugal

83
47
38
22
21
21
16
14

) amd ol e el omcd PN B G TR OOOD O

THE SECOND WORLD: 7 COUNTRIES

(22 members-5.2% of membership)

Poland
Hungary
Romania
Yugoslavia
Bulgaria
Czecho-
slovakia
U.S.S.R.

Non- first~world(the 2nd world + 3rd w

NN N W W~

THE THIRD WORLD® 29 COUNTRIES
(85 members-20% of membership)

India
Egypt
Morocco
Mexico
Yenezuela
Indonesia
Argent ina
Chile
Kuwait
Senegal
Zaire
Philippines
Tanzania
Columbia
Trinidad
China
Malaysia
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
Bangladesh
Jordan
United Arab
Emirates
United Rep. of
Cameroon
ﬁ de Congo
jopia
Nigeria
Mal
Ruwanda
Upper Volta

2 (5.2%) + 85 (20%) = 137 (25.2%)

The first world

= 318 (74.8%) or 2.97 times more

15
1
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ot

el el o) e ) cond ol
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Statist ic 3. Groupings of Developing Countries, Territories and
Areas with WFSF members by Income Category*

Above $1500 (US)-
8 countries, 25 members

Below $500 (US)
12 countries, 42 members

Argent ina 3 Bangladesh 1

Chile 3 Egﬁpt 11
Kuwait 3 Ethiopia 1
Malaysia 1 India 15

Mexico 7 Indonesia 4

Trinidad/ Mali 1
Tobago 1 Pakistan 1
Unit. Arab Ruwanda 1
Emirates 1 Sri Lanka 1

Venezuela 6 Unit. Rep. of

Tanzania 2
Upper Volta 1

Between $500 and $1500 (US) Zaire 3
7 countries, 16 members

Colombia 1

Jordan 1

Morocco 7

Nigeria 1

Philippines 2

Rep. de Congo 1

Senegal 3

*source: Handbook of International Trade and Development, 1983,
United Nations

Statistic 4 Sampling of Population to WFSF Members - Ratio

Pop. No. members Rat io
Switzerland 540000 14 38571.4 1
Sweden 8280000 38 217894.7 1
Canada 23597600 21 1123695.2 1
Italy 56700000 47 1206383.0 . 1
France 53280000 22 2421818.2 : 1
U.S.A. 219484000 83 2644385.5 1
FRG 61310000 21 2919523.8 1
England 55820000 16 3488750.0 1
Egypt 39640000 11 3603636.4 1
India 638390000 15 42559333.0 1

Analysis of the statistics. As the statistics have some 1imita-

tions or reservations, we cannot %erfectly know exact information
through them. But it seems to me that we can see general trends of

futurists and futures studies through them,
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NEW MEMBERS

Findings on Statistics. The first world countries occupy about
75% of WFSF futurists. The leading 6 first world countries (Italy,
Sweden, France, Canada, USA, West Germany) in the number of WFSF
members totals 54.6% of the total membership. The 6 countries are
only 10.3% of the total number of countries to which WFSF futur-
ists belong. This may mean that futures studies are still mainly
done by people in the first world and in the Timited number of
countries there.

Statistic two also shows that the large part of WFSF futurists
belong to the first world. Judging from this, it seems that WFSF
is still helid by the first world people and is apt to be Western
orfented. Consideration about this fact s needed for futures
studies to be healthily fostered with no or less bias.

Though the third world has the biggest number of countries only
24.6% of the third world countries have WFSF futurists. It 1s
safid that there are 118 countries in the third worid. (Source

Economic Development in the Third World, p. 440, 1977) So that 29,
The nuUmMber o0 chird worid countries with WFSF members, divided by
118, the number of countries in the third world, multiplied by 100
is equal to 24.6%, Sixteen out of 29 third world countries (55.2%)
have only one WFSF member,

This means that even 1f a country has WFSF futurists(s), the num-
ber of them is very small and futures studies in many fields are
not conducted. It also seems that though futurists are in more
countries in the third world than 1 expected and futures are done
there, WFSF must increase futurist membership in the third worid,

The number of the second world countries are still small too. What
I ment ioned about the third world is also true of this area. That
1s to say, efforts must be made to increase the number of parti-
cipator countries in the second worid.

Statistic 3 shows a very interesting result for the grouping of
WFSF futurists in Developin? Countries as compared to the average
annual income for the population n each of their countries. He
can find the biggest number of both total number of WFSF futur-
ists and countries with futurists, indicated in the lowest 1income
category. The big number 1s largely a result of the numbers of
Egyptians and Indians in the WFSF. Although I don't clearly know
a reason for {t now, the reason may have something to do with
personal connections with WFSF members.

Which 1s the most futuristic or futures oriented country? This is
also an interesting topic. The number of futurists doesn't direct-
1y relate to being futuristic but can be some standard of it. From
the absolute figure the USA would be the most futuristic. But when
we compare the top ten countries in the ratio of the number of
people for one futurist, Switzerland is the most futures oriented
country while the USA is the 6th among the top tem countries.

Whenever I had .a chance to read a resume of a futurist coming from
the Third Worid, I was very surprised when he or she was educated
in Hestern societies and seemed proud to show this fact. I wonder
1f this fact my influence healthy development of futures studies
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just as in the case of development studies. 1 mean that even if
many futurists from the third world take part in WFSF they are
educated in Western societies, their views may be little different
from views of futurists in the first world. However, even people
educated in the third world may study wn schools whose curricula
are based on Western educational systems.

Anyway, it seems that WSF should try to increase the number of
futurists who are rooted in their own countries and increase the
understanding of the whole world in a real meaning.

It is my firm belief that networking or connecting people, groups,
etc. with one another will be more important in the near future.
In thys respect, WFSF can be seen as a kind of network experiment
or an experiment to form a new kind of organization in the future,
though I may be wrong. The Federation can find and develop new
networking systems as a part of futures studies, though I know
that this kind of academic activity needs some steady effort and
financial support, and the Federation Tacks money.

* * * * * * *

Rawmmo Keloharju and Osmo Kuusi (Helsinki School of Economics,
Runeberginkatu 14-16, 00100 Helsinki 10, Finland) provided a work-
ing paper, "Evolving Future and The Choice,® which is primarily a
methodological study of work in the future using a modified form
of Systems Dynamics called Relativity Dynamics. The report should
be especially valuable to any person interested in computer model-
ling as a future-assessing technique. The documentat ion contained
in the report seems to be extensive, The concluding comment in the
study that

aThis 4s a report for using a new ‘kind of a tool for a new
kind of a problem. It is based on the belief that our future
can be shaped to some extent since we can learn about the
future with a model....The methodology 1tself is a methodology
of the future since it depends very largely on a resource
which is going to be abundant 1n a world of otherwise lTmmited
resources economic computing power.*

* * * ¥* * * *

NEW JEMBERS

MICHAEL GURSTEIN, a Sociologist, specializes in the human aspects
of new technology systems. A native of Saskatchewan, Canada, he
received his Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge., He has work-
ed 1n planning and research in support of the economic and social
development of remote and rural regions and recently he has been
examining the human and social impacts of new computer and tele-
communicat fons systems. He has conducted a number of field studies
on the introduction of new technology systems and their effect on
organizations and users, and he has prepared explorations of the
social and economic impacts of such technologies as videotex,
electronic funds transfer and artificial intelligence.
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Mr. Gurstewn is concerned with developing and implementing appro-
priate telecomunications technologies for economic and social de-
velopment n the Third World and for remote and rural regions 1n
the developed world,

* * * * %* & *

FERNANDE FAULKNER s a Sociologist and a therapist, both perspec-
tives she finds useful 1n her consulting work with organizations
and overseas developmemt projects. Currently Ms. Faulkner is fo-
cussing on approaches to organizations and technical assistance
projects which correspond more closely to the realities of an in-
terdependent and multi-plex worid.

* * * * * * *

POLLY HILL is a human ecologist, a child development, children’s
environment specialist; and an advocate for children’s rights
Canada'and internationally. Her interest in future studies 1s 1n
their implications for action today to ensure that all children
have the opportumity to attain thewr full potential in this chang-
ing, often threatening, world tomorrow. She's the author of
fiims, booklets, newspapers, T.V., radio and lecture series on
children. She designs children's environments, interiors and ex-
teriors. She's Jjust completed the first film n a new Ages and
Stages Series called, ®The Start of a Lifetime®, (the baby from
five days to 14 months) released in March 1985. She 1s presently
designing a demonstration toddler and preschool outdoor play en-
vironment, based on a multidiscipline research and development
process for the University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, College of
Family and Consumer Studies. She operat®ss * Polly H1ll Associates,
Consultants Quality of Life Initfatives for Children. (96 Frank
St., Ottawa, Ont., CANADA K2P OX2)

* * % ¥* *® * *

JONATHAN C. PECK s Assistant Director of the Institute for Alter-
natwve Futures (IAF) and a Senjor Associate with Alternative Fu-
tures Associates (AFA). A futurist by training, he received his
Masters degree in Political Science from the University of
Hawaii's Alternative Futures Program,

At IAF, Mr. Peck manages the Foresight Seminars on Pharmaceutical
Research and Development for Congressional Staff members. He has
written articles about and organized meetings on various aspects
of health care including the status of research on the brain's
function, heart disease, cancer, aging, cost containment, and the
role of U.S. research efforts wn the global economy. His articles
and reports have appeared 1n Pharmaceutical Executive and have al-
so been published by IAF. H oduced tele-
vision programs for Honolulu's "First Electronic Town Meeting.®
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MISSING PERSONS

If anyone has current knowledge of the whereabouts, aaaresses or
whatever of the following Federation members could s/he please let
us know at the office of the Secretariat. We have had difficulty
locating these persons since they did not send n forwarding ad-
dresses. As tnis 1s NOT our chosen method for discouraging member-
ship we beg of YOU send us their CURRENT addresses. Their former

addresses are listed below

Ahmad Yousif AL HASSAN
13 Brendon Drive

Esher Surrey KT10 9EQ
ENSLAND

Abraham BEER

Environmental & Urban Planning
University of Hamburg

Von Mellier Park 15 2

D-Hamburg 13 FRG

Mohamed Naguib HASSAN
Kasr ET Ainy St. 101
Cawo EGYPT

Judy KIRALY

Australian Frontier Inc.
478 Brunswick St.
Fitzroy 3065 AUSTRALIA

Reyero MANUEL
Hamburgo 97-301
Mexico 6 DF MEXICO

Sergio ANDREIS
Knesebeck strasse 12
D-1000 Beriin

FRG

Bertrand DE JOUVENEL
11 Rue Bernard Paiissy
75006 Paris FRANCE

Ronald HULL

354 Scotland Yard

2250 Holly Hall

Houston, Texas 77054 USA

Francoise LATOUR
CEFRES
Mexico 6 [DF MEXICO

Gabriel PALMA

36 Silsoe House
Park Village East
London NW 1 ENSLAND
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Harvey PERLOFF

University of Califormia

Los Angeles, California 90024
USA

Gordon ROCCA

1800 Queen's Lane, #204
Arlington Virginia 22201
USA

Kimon VALASKAKIS
Universite de Montreal
3535 Chemin Reine Marie,
Suite 210

Montreal Quebec CANADA

Global Educ. Assoc.

6 Chemin De Normandie
CH-1206 Geneve
SWITZERLAND
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Yalidimir POREMSKY
Nouvelle Theorie Sociale
Hegelstrasse 15

D-6000 Frankfurt FRG

Henrs Francois TECO
Le Riau

CH-1164 Buchilion
SWITZERLAND

Assoc. Marocaine De Prospective
B. P. 554
Rabat Chellah MOROCCO
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